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On being in Christ. 


N the scripture Christians are 
often said to be in Christ.— 

it is written—* There is no con- 
demnation to them who are iu 
Christ Jesus.” And again—* If 
any man be in Christ, he-is a 
new creature.’ And John 


writes to Christians—* We are | 
in him, that is true, even in his | 
Christians | in the face of Jesus Christ.”— 


son Jesus Christ.” 
are in Christ by a moral and not 
by anatural union. And being 
in Christ by such aunion implies, 

1. A true knowledge of his 
character. They who are in 
Christ, are united to him by 
their own consent and choice.— 
This choice is formed in view of 
hischaracter. No person can be 
in Christ without choosing to be 
inhim. And sucha choice can- 
not be formed, while his real 
character is unknowa. Error 
and ignorance respecting the es- 








ion, as exists between him and 
his true friends. Christ says, “ I 
am the good shepherd and know 
my sheep, and am known of 
minc.” And Christians are oft- 
cn said to know Christ. The 
apostle says—“ God, who com- 
manded the light lo shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our 
hearts, to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God 


John says—“ We know that the 
Son of God is come, and hath 
given us an understanding, that 
we may know him that is true, 
and we are in him that is true 
even in his Son Jesus Christ. 
This is the true God and eternal 
life.” The character of the Sav- 
iour is plainly exhibited in the 
holy scriptures. And all. who are 
taught the truth, as it is in Jesus, 
by the Spirit and word of God, 
have a true knowledge of his glo- 
rious characier. They know he 


sential character of Jesus Christ ; is “ God manifest in the flesh.”’ 
ave inconsistent with such a an-' The supreme Deity of the Lord 


Vou. VI. No. 10. 


Xx 


os 
_~ 

























are « 


~~ 








362 











Jesus Christ is so expressly de- 
clared inthe scriptures, and so 
interwoven with the whole sys- 
tem of divine truth, that on this 
very accouut many persons pro- 
fess to disbelieve and deny the 
divine origin and authority of 
the holy scriptures. Infidels fre- 
quently declare, that they can- 
not believe the bible contains a 
divine revelation, because it as- 
serts that God was manifest in 
























































sus Christ is the living and true 
God. This doctrine, in the view 
of professed infidels, is absurd. 
Thus, while they deny, they 
fulfil the scriptures, by stum- 
bling at that stumbling-stone and 
rock of offence. But the same 
doctrine is also absurd, in the 
| view of some persons, who pro- 
] fess to be Christians, yet there 
is reason to believe that such ig- 

norance and error resnecting the 

ibe ae Saviour, who says, “Tam Alpha 
and Omega, the beginning and 

the ending, which is, and which 

was, and which is to come, the 
Alinighty,” are inconsistent with 
real Christianity. If any are 
involved in such darkness re- 
specting “the light of the 
world,” as to imagine the Lord 
Jesus Christ possesses only a cre- 
! ated and derived existence, 
i] though they may profess them- 
selves to be wise, they are igno- 
rant of the very essence and glo- 

ry of the gospel. Real Chris- 
| tians are taught of God. They 
have an unction from the holy 

one. Johnsays to his Christian 

| brethren, “ the anointing, which 
ae ye hove received of him, abi- 
| eth in you, and ye need not 
that any man teach you: but as 
ile same anointing teacheth you 
' of all things, and is truth and is 
10 lie, and even as it hath 
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On being in Christ. 





the flesh; and that the Lord Je- | 
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taught you ye shall abide in 
him.” They who abide in Christ 
abide in the light. Aud they 
walk in’ the light of divine 
truth. For they know him, who 
is “ the way and the truth and 
the life.” A true knowledge of 
Jesus Christ is Certainly implied 
in being in him, as ail real Chris- 
tians are in him. 

2. Being in Christ implies su- 
preme love tohim. The union 
between Christ and his friends 
consists, essentially, in holy af- 
fections. Without true love to 
Christ no person can be in him. 
And that love which Christ de- 
serves and requires of sinners, 
that they may be his disciples, 
issupreme. This he often de- 
clared to the multitudes, who 
followed him when he was on 
earth. At one time he said—* If 
any man will come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up 
his cross and follow me. For 
whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it ; and whosoever will lose 
his life for my sake shall find 
it.” Again he said—* He that 
loveth father or mother more 
than me, is not worthy of me: 
and he that loveth son or daugh- 
tcr more than me is not worthy 
of me. And he that taketh not 
his cross and followeth after me 
is not worthy of me.” And a- 











gain—* If any man come to me 
and hate not his father and mo- 
ther and wife and children and 
brethren and sisters, yea, and 
his own life also, he cannot be 
my disciple. Whosocver he be of 
you, that forsaketh not all that 
he hath, he cannot be my disc 
ple.’ From these various dec- 
larations, it is evident that no 
person can be a Christian, unless 
he is willing to deny himself for 
Christ’s sake ; nor unless he love 
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Christ with supreme affection. 
Such love to Christ is essentially 
different from that love, which 
sinners may feel towards hin ton 
the sake of his benefits. ‘They 
who love Christ for the sake of 
their own happiness, and not for 
the sake of his supreme excel- 
lence, have not the smallest de- 
gree of moral goodness. ‘hey 





do not deny, but seek themselves | 
in all their religious professions, | 
services and sufferings. They | 
possess that selfish character, | 
which the Saviour wholly con- | 
demned in his preaching, and 
which is condemned throughout 
the holy scriptures. They, who 
love Christ merely for the hap- 
piness they hope to receive 
through him, do not resemble 
God, nor the Saviour, nor any 
holy beings, in their moral char- 
acter. ‘They are not conformed 
to the law of God, nor do they 
obey the gospel. Such a spirit 
as they feel, is the essence of 
sin; and forms the carnal mind, 
which is enmity against God.— 





Let such persons, with the spirit 
they now possess, be denied ev- 
ery expression of divine mercy, 
and be punished as they deserve, 
and they will curse God to his 
face, and blaspheme the holy 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
With such a spirit of selfishness 
and hatred, no person can be in 
Christ Jesus. For it is the spir- 
it of the world, who hate Christ 
without a cause. That love, 
which unites Christians to the 
Saviour, is of the same nature, 
asthe pure love, which exists 
in his own heart. And this love 
consists in disinterested benevo- 
lence. Christ does not love 
himself in a selfish, but in a ho- 
ly manner. And in the same 





manner all Christians love him. 
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They love him with holy and 
supreme affection, because he is 
supremely excellent and amia- 
ble. By sucha spirit of love, 
they are united to Christ, and 
are in him by the most endear- 
ing and intimate union, 

3. Being in Christ implies 
faith inhis name. That true 
faith, which works by love, in- 
duces Christians to come unto 
Christ and trust themselves 
wholly in his hands. Such faith 
renders real Christians proper 
objects of the Saviour’s special 
love and delight. For such 
faith is holy in its nalure and 
effects. This faith leads per- 
sons to trust in Christ on ac- 
count of his excellence, and not 
from a selfish regard to their own 
happiness. The essence of true 
faith in Christ consists in holy 
affections towards him. In the 
exercise of true faith Christians 
have the spirit of Christ. In 
their faith they have the same 
holiness, which constitutes the 
essence and glory of his moral 
character. By having such a 
spirit they are in and united to 
him.—It is true that by the hv- 
ly faith of Christians, they are 
led to trust in him for all the 
blessings they need. ‘They con- 
fide in the atonement, which he 
has made by his death on the 
cross for the pardon of their sins 
and for salvation from endless 
punishment. They also confide 
in his constant and prevalent in- 
tercession to plead their cause 
before the throne of grace.— 
And they coufide in his supreme 
government to manage all their 
concerns and complete their fi- 
nal victory, and triumph over all 
their enemies. But it is fro 
love to him and from a supreme 
regard to his glory, that they 
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desire and expect to receive such 
blessings from him. 
jour and the salvation of the 
guspel are precious to believers, 
because in their salvation the 


glory of God is disployed and | 


the Lord Jesus Christ is honored 
and exalted. 
sake and not for their own sake, 


that believers trust in him for | 


the biessings they need. and re- 
joice in the salvation he bestows. 
They are willing to be abased, 
that he may be exalted. If the 


faith of Christians were selfish | 


and if they desired and received 
blessings from the Saviour on 
iheir own account and not for 
his suke, their faith would be 
sinful. But as their faith is holy, 
and as they trust in Christ and 


receive blessings from him on! 


his «ccount, they are worthy 
of him. ‘They have the same 
holy affections in asking, receiv- 
ing and enjoying the blessings of 
the gospel, which Christ feels 
and displays in prep:ring and 
bestowing these blessings upon 
his people. Thot knowledge, 
Jove and faith, which are pecul- 
iar to real Cbristi.ns, unite all 
the true friends of Christ to him 
by the highest and purest affec- 
tion and friendship. And being 
so united te him, they are said 
to be in bin. For they have 
the very spirit of holiness which 
fie has, and which is the bond of 
perfection. 
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The Doctrine of Total Depravity. 
No. 2. 


LF AVING shown, in our first 
number, what this doctrine 
imptics. it is now proposed to 
prove that all mankind, by pa- 


The Doctrine of Total Depravity. 


The Sav- | 


Tt is for Christ's | 
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| ture are totally depraved. It js 
very often said that there is yo 
| man, who is perfect. The most 
| stupid and careless persons are 
conscious of doing many sinful 
actions. And we daily perceive 
'that our fellow creatures are 
guiily of many offences. Mul- 
| titudes pay no regard to the 
prescnce, commands, or displeas- 
‘ure, of their Creator. Mullti- 
tudes deceive, defraud and in- 
_jure their fellow cyeatures.— 
| Even children and youth are 
false, proud and profane. They 
do what they know is evil; 
and refuse to do what they 
know is right. The history of 
the nations and families of man- 
kind is the history of hatred, 
revenge, violence and injustice, 
towards their fellow creatures ; 
and of contempt, rebellion, in- 
gratitude and provocation, to- 
wards their Creator. The laws 
of every community, and the 
precautions of every person in 
his dealings with his fellow-men, 
are a constant and decisive evi- 
dence of human depravily. In- 
deed, there is rarely to be found 
_asingle person, who denies the 
| universal depravity of mankind. 
| But though few, or none, deny 
‘that all mankind are depraved 
| in some degree, many deny that 
| any of mankind are, by nature, 
| totally depraved. 1t is not our 
| present design to prove that all 
men are simmers; but that all 
mankind are, by nature, totally 
sinful. By nature there is not 
the smallest emotion of real 
goodness in any man; but “ the 
heart of the sons of men is full 
of evil.” To prove that mat- 
kind are so depraved, it may be 
observed, 











1. That this is the account, 
which is given cf human depts: 
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vity in the holy scriptures. We | ye generation of vipers, how can 
read that ~ God saw that the|ye escape the damnation of 
wickedness of man was great in | hell ?” Respecting the wicked- 
he earl, and thit every ima- hers of mankind the apostle 
gination of the thoughts of his | wriles: * We have betore proved 
heart was only evil continually.” | both Jews and Gentiles, that 
Again it is written, “ What is | they are all under sin; as it is 
man. that he should be clean ? | written, There is none righteous, 
ai he, that is bern of a woman, no, not one ; there is none that 
that he shouid be righteous ? | understandeth, there is none that 
Behold, he puttcth no trust in| seeketh afler God. They are 
his saints ; yea, the heaveus are | all gone out of the way, they are 
pot clecu in his sight. How | together become unprofitable ; 
much more abominable aud fil- | there is none that doeth good, 
thy is man, who drinketh ini- | no, not one. Their throat is 
quily like water?” The Psalm- | an open sepulchre ; with their 
ist says of the wicked, * There | tongues they have used deceit ; 
is no faithfuluess in their mouth; | the poison of asps is under their 
their inward pert is very wick-! lips ; whose mouth is full of 
edness ; their throat is an open | cursing and bitterness ; their feet 


sepulchre ; they flatter with 
their tongue.” Again he says, 
“The Lord looked down from 
heaven upon the children of 
men, to see if there were any 
that did understand and seek 
God. They are all gone aside, 
they are together become filthy ; 
there is none that doeth good, 
no, not one.” And of himself, 
the Psalmist says: “ Behold, 1 
was shapen in iniquity ; and in 
sin did my mother conceive 
me.” Solomon says, “ The 
heart of the sous of men is fully 
set in them to do evil. Yea, 
also, the heart of the sons of 
men is full of evil, and madness 
is in their heart while they live, 
and after that they go to the 
dead.” Jeremiah says, “ The 
heart is deceitful above all things 
and desperately wicked.” The 
Lord Jesus Christ said to his 
hearers, “ I know you, that ye 
have not the love of God in 
you.” And again he sxid, “ Ye 
are of your father the devil, and 
the lusts of your father ye will 
do.” And again, “ Ye serpents, 


are swilt to shed blood; des- 
truction and misery are in their 
ways; and the way of peace 
have they not known: there is 
no fear of God before their 
eyes.” Again he says, “ The 
carnal mind is enmity against 
God, for it is not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can 
be. So then they, that are in 
the flesh, cannct please God.” 
These are scme of the plain 
declarations, which God has 
made in his word, respecting the 
depravily of mankind. And it 





| they do not fully and plainly 
| prove the total depravity of ali 
‘mankind by nature, we must 
| despair of everproving any thing 
by the scriptures of truth. Let 
any person f.irly and candid); 
consider what God has said on 
‘this subject, and he must be 
convinced that according to the 
scriptures all mankind are, by 
nature, totally depraved. 


mankind is evident, from what 
is said in the scriptures respect- 
ing such persons, as have any 





2, The total depravity of 
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degree of moral goodness. ‘The , essential alteration in their char. 
hearts of some men have been | acter ; nor could all their good- 
holy, and their conduct has been | ness be the etflect of the special 
approved by the livuig and true |influence of the Holy Spirit — 


God. But accoraing to the 
scr'pture, such persons have ex- 
penenced an essential alteration 


i: their moralchuaracter. They 


are said to be born again, to be 


Since all, who have any real 
goodness, differ esseiitially from 
their native character, it follows 
| (hat all mankind are by nature, 
| totally depraved. 





; | 
boru of God and to be born ol | 3. ‘Lhe total depravity of 


the Spirit. 


death unto life. 


creatures. 


They are said to 
have a new heart and a right | 
spirit, and to be renewed in the 
temper of their minds. They 
are said to have passed from 
They are said 
not to be in the flesh, but in the 
spirit. And they are called néw 
The people of God, 
who are called righteous and are 


mankind is evident from the 
iscriplural distinction between 
saints und sinners. The scrip- 
(tures divide all mankind into 
‘two classes. One class is some- 
| times called saints and the other 
| slimers. One is called the 
‘righteous and the other the 
wicked, One is called holy 
| the other unholy. One is called 


represented as having some real | godly and the other ungodly. 


goodness, ascribe their peculiar 


character to the special influence 
of the Hioly Spirit. They say 
uuio God, * Thou wilt ordain 
perce over us; for thon also 
hast wrought all our works in 
us.” When describing their 
preparation for heaven they say, 
** Now he that hath wrought us 
for the seH-same thing is God, 
who also hath given unto us the 
carnest of the Spirit.’ The 
Apostle says to his Christian 
brethren, “ He, who hath he- 
gun a good work in you, will 
perform it until the day of Je- 
sus Christ.” Jt is very evident 
that all the goodness, which ex- 
ists in such persons, as are not 
wholly sinful, is ¢oclired in the 
word of God to be produced by 
his special influence upon their 
hearts. And if this be a true 
account of their characters, it is 
ecrtain that by nature, or as 
they are born into the worl}, 
they are totally depraved. If 
they were not so there could 
have been no foundation for an 





| One is called the children of 
' God and the other the children 
of Satan. Qne of these classes 
‘has passed from a state of con- 
| demnation to « state of justifiea- 
tion. But the other class abide 
‘under the wrath of God and the 
' condemning sentence of the law. 
One class will be accepted and 
received into heaven at the final 
juegment. Bat the other class 
will then be condemned and 
consigned to the endless tor- 
‘ments of hell. Tt is certain, 
then, that there must be on es 
sential difference between the 
‘moral characters of those two 
Classes of mankind. Now let it 
be considered what constilules 
the essential difference between 
suints and sinners. No saint, in 
this life, is perfect in holiness.— 
| But according to the scriptures 
‘every person, who has the least 
| degree of moral goodness, or ho- 
‘Iiness is a saint. They, who 
have any holy affections, or per- 
form any virtuous actions, are 
‘classed with the righteous. If 
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the wicked then differ essential- 
ly from the righteous, it is be- 
cause they have no holy affec- 
tions and perform uo virtuous 
actions. They are, therefore. 
totally depraved and siafal. It 
js impossible to divide mankind 
junto two classes, as they are di- 
vided in the scriptures, without 
making total depravity essential 
to the character of one class.— 
Remove total depravity from 
the character of sinners, and 
they do not differ from saints. If 
then there be in the world any 
persons, who can justly be calied 
sinners in distinction from saints, 
they are by nature, and they 
still remain, totally depraved. 
Every view, which the word of 
God affords of this important 
subject, will oblige us to believe, 
that * the heart of the sons of 
men is full of evil.” 


D+ 
The Doctrine of Tota! Depravity. 
No. 3. 


HIS doctrine we have at- 
4 tempted in our first number 
to explain, and in the second to 
prove. It isnow proposed to of- 
fer some remarks respecting the 
importance of teaching and be- 
lieving the doctrine of total de- 
pravily. Itis well known that 
some religious instructors dwell 
much, in their public discourses, 
on the depravity of mankind, 
yet some persons suppose that 
this is an unprofitable and un- 
pleasant subject. Tt is often 
thought that it would be far bet- 
ter to commend people for their 
Virtuous conduct; and that no 
good can arise from describing 


creatures.—Without any ques- 
lion the truth oughtto be preach- 
ed and to be believed on every 
religious subject. If it be true, 
23 we think is evident from the 
preceding number, thal mankind 
are by nature totally depraved, 
it is a doctrine of the greatest 
importance In its connection and 
consequences. And its impor. 
tance may appear from the fol- 
lowing considerations. 

l. It is necessary that man- 
kind should be sensible of their 
own depravity that they may 
understand the doctrines of the 
gospel. It is the design of the 
gospel to display the glory of 
God in the, salvation of sinners. 
And with this design all the doc- 
trines of the gospel harmonize. 
That the gospel may be under- 
stood and the glory of God in 
the safvation of sinners may be 
perceived, il is necessary to have 
a true Knowledge of the charac- 
ter of the sinners who are saved. 
In proportion to their depravity 
the glory of God and the excel- 
lence of the gospel will be man- 
ifest in their salvation. No per- 
son ever perceives any excel- 
lence or importance in the gos- 
pel of the grace of God, so long 
as he js ignorant and insensible 
of the depravity of mankind. 
The whole gospel is founded on 
the doctrine of human depravi- 
ty. For if mankind are not sin- 
ners, they have no need of the 
Saviour, nor of such a salvation, 
as is offered in the gospel. But 
if they are by nature totally de- 
praved, they are proper objects 
of the divine displeasure, and 
justly condemned to endless pun- 
ishment. Nor can they be for- 
given and saved from deserved 
misery, without such atonement 








the wickedness of our fellow 





as shall express the justice of 
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God and the goodness of the law 
in condemning and punishing 
sinners. The depravity of man- 
kind, therefore, shows the nature 
and necessily of the aloning sac- 
rifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Jt also shows the nature and 
necessity of the moral renova- 
tion of sinners by the power 
and grace of the Holy Spirit. 
With the doctrine ef human de- 
pravity is closely connected the 
doctrine of divine sovereignty in 
the sanctification and saivation 
of sinners according lo the good 
pleasure of God. Indeed all the 
doctrines of grace, which are the 
very essence of the pure gospel 
of Jesus Christ, are inseparably 


connected with the doctrine of | 


human depravity. So far as any 
persons depart from the truth 
respecting the total depravity of 
mankind by nature, they err re- 
specting the whole system of re- 
ligious instruction, that is taught 
in the holy scriptures. ‘They, 
who are not truly taught their 
own Gepravity, have no correct 
knowledge of the gospel. It is 
therefore as important that man- 
kind should be taught and should 
believe, the doctrine of total de- 
pravity, as it is that they should 
understand the gospel of the 
srace of God. 
2, That mankind may per- 
form the duties of the gospel, it 
is necessary that they should be 
sensible of their own depravity. 
tepentance towards God and 
faith towar’s the Lord Jesus 
Christ are essential dutics of the 
gospel. And these are tire first 
duties which God requires of 
sinners. But no one can ever 
see the nature and importance 
of repentance, unless he have a 
Knowledge of his own deprav- 
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ignorant and insensible of his 
own wickedness, ever believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ for salva. 
tion. In order to obey the £0s- 
pel and to perforin any religious 
services, that can be accepted, 
it is necessary that a person 
‘should know the pligue of his 
own heart. Without a knowl- 
edge of our own depravity, we 
shail be unhumbled and self. 
righteous in all our religious per- 
formances. And with such a 
spirit neither our persons nor 
our services Can any more be ac- 
cepted before God than Cain or 
the Pharisee. Now every per- 
son, who has the smallest degree 
of discernment or reflection on 
religious subjects. must be sensi- 
bie that it is of the greatest im- 
portance for every one to per- 
form the duties of the gospel. 
But it appears to be of no less 
importarice that every human 
being should be sensible of his 
own depravity. For no one ev- 
er performed, or even truly per- 
ceived what God requires of sin- 
ners in the gospel, while he was 
ignorant and insensible of his 
own sinful character. 

3. It is necessary that man- 
kind should be sensible of their 
own depravity, that they may 
receive the blessings of the gos- 
pel. All the blessings of the 
gospel are offered to sinful and 
guilly creatures, who deserve 
| the wrath of God and the curse 
of the law forever. Jesus Christ 
came into the world to save sin- 
ners. He came to seek and to 
save that which was lost. le 
did not come to call the rightl- 
eous, but sinners to repentance. 
No pe:son can ever be saved 
from endless misery through Je- 
sus Christ, unless he be so sin‘ul 











itv. Nor will any one, who is 


and guilty that he deserves the 











1813. ] 


endless torments of hell. No 
person can ever enter into hea- 
ven and receive eternal blessed- 
ness and glory through Jesus 
Christ, unless he deserve to suf- 
ferthe pains of endless death. 
The Lord Jesus Christ died to 
save the guilty and not the in- 
nocent. And all the blessings 
he has procured by his death are 
for sinful and guilty creatures. 
Before any person can receive 
these blessings, he must be sen- 
sible of his wickedness and ill- 
desert. Without a knowledge 
of their own depravity no per- 
sons will ever understand the 
doctrines, perform the duties, or 
receive the blessings of the gos- 
pel. It is, therefore, of the ut- 
most importance that mankind 
should be sensible of their own 
wickedness and ill-desert. Noth- 
ing is effectually done for the 
salvation of sinners, if they are 
not taught their own total de- 
pravity. SERATAH. 
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For the Magazine. 


Worshtpping God mith the Un- 
derstanding. 


‘Tue Apostle Paul observes, in 
reference to the performance of 
his religious services, I nill pray 
with the spirit, and I will pray 
with the understanding also; I 
will sing mith the spirit, and [mill 
sing with the understanding also. 
Many expositors of nole have 
supposed the Apostle to refer, in 
this passage, to the understand- 
ing of others, of those who are 
hearers while he performs the 
part of a public Instructor.— 
That he would deliver the truths 


of God, and make his addresses | 
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to him, in such a manner, that 
the understandings of those who 
united with him might be en- 
lightened, and receive the ben- 
efit which divine truth was cal- 
culated to afford. This appears 
to be rather an artificial con- 
struction of this declaration of 
the Apostle. It is at least a 
construction, rather than the 
plain and natural import of the 
passage. Other exposilors, of 
good judgment, understand it 
in a manner more natural, and 
as would seem, more instructive 
and important. “Inthe servi- 
ces of religion, I will exercise 
my understanding.” In the du- 
ties of prayer and praise, in all 
approaches to God, in every 
consideration of divine truth, 
the Apostle would exercise the 
intellectual powers which God 
had given him; he would act 
according to the perceptions of 
his own mind, in view of those 
truths which God has been plea- 
sed to reveal. This acceptation 
of the words before us, renders 
them clear and important, con- 
formable to the connection in 
which they are found, and to 
many other passages of scrip- 
ture. Most of the Christians of 
that day were converts from 
Gentilism, or from the religion 
of the Jews. These two des- 
criptions of persons had been 
much used to seeing religious 
worship performed in an un- 
known tongue. ‘The pagan rites 
always sought obscurity, and 
consisted, principally, in unin- 
telligible forms and expressions, 
calculated to make an imposing 
impression on the senses of be- 
holders, while their understand- 
ings were wholly uninstructed. 
With the Jews, their religious 
worship was performed, mostly, 
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in the Hebrew language, which. 
al that day, was the vernacular 
tongue of but a small part of 
that people. Yet from the force 
of early prejudice and the habits 
of education, many of the early 
Christians were much addicted 
to the performance of religious 
services 1 an unknown tongue. 
This, according to the manner 
in which they would practise, 
consisted in a repetition of cer- 
tain set and familiar forms, alike 
instructive toothersand unpro- 
table to themselves .In this for- 
mal service the understanding 
Wes uninleresled and unimprov- 
ed. Against such a practice, the 
Apostle forcibly remonstrates. 
While he would always depend 
on the assistance of God’s Spirit 
for the acceptable performance 
of all religious service, he would 
improve his own intellectual 
gilts for his worship and praise. 
For the acceptable perform- 
ance of divine worship, the un- 
derstanding must be principally 
employed. It is said by the 
Psalmist, For God is the King of 
allthe earth, sing ye praises with 
understanding. Our __ praises 
should arise to God from a just 
sense of his character and his 
truth. The divine promise to 
Israel, on condition of thei¢ re- 
pentance is, And I will give you 
pastors according to mine heart, 
which shall feed you with know- 
ledge and understanding. The 
prophet assures them that they 
shall be enabled to offer unto 
God an acceptable worship ; and, 
for this purpose, they shall be 
enlightenedin understanding and 
knowledge. The scribe who an- 
swered Christ discreetly, says 
To love God mith all the heart, and 
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ings and sacrifices. The love 

of God is of no worth, unless it 

be with some correct intellectual 

views of his perfections, that the 

understanding may know what 

the affections approve. A more 

forcible description of true and 

false worship was never given 

than in the words of Christ te 

the woman of Samaria: )¢ wor- 

ship ye know not what ; we know 

what we worship. True worship- 

pers have a distinct object in 

view to which they would direct 

their devotions ; while false wor- 

shippers may perform some for- 

mal ceremony, and may have 

their affections highly excited, 

but they know not for what pur- 

pose. The Apostle assures the 

Colossians that his constant 

prayer to God for them is, that 
they might be filled nith the knon- 
ledge of his mill, we all wisdom 
and spiritual understanding. The 
consequence of such a knowledze 
of divine truth is then mention- 
ed: That ye might walk worthy 
of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every good work, 
and increasing in the knonledge 
of God. ‘The wicked have the 
understanding darkened. and of 
course are alienated from the life 
of God. 

That God would have his 
people serve him with the un- 
derstanding, is evident from the 
manner in which he has made 
himself known to men. A very 
important object, certainly, for 
which God has revealed himsell 
so clearly to intelligent beings. 1s 
that they may serve him in a 
proper manner. The divine light 
which is given us, is addressed 
to the understandings of men. 
They are required to reflect ou 





nith all the understanding,—is 
more than all whelz burnt-offer- 


the truth thus communicated, 
thus forming their conceptions 
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of God, and determining the du- | t me ? Hope thou in God: for 
ties which they owe to him.— | J shall yet praise him for the help 
Jehovah differs from false gods, | of his countenance. He had re- 
priucipally, iu the realities of his | ceived that help from God, he 
character. The divinities of the ; had had that experience of the 
heathen are unknown, undefined | divine goodness and truth, he 
beings, who always seek conceal- | had that knowledge of his ex- 
meut from intellectual scrutiny. | cellency, that he must say, in 















Every view of the true God 
presents an increased exhibition 
of his excellency, and adds to 
his glory.—It is generally held, 
aud with great propriety, that 
the manilestation of the divine 
perlections must have been the 
principal object of the Most High 
in the work of creation. But 
this manifestation must be made 
to intelligent beings. Man was 
made, thc refore, principally. that, 
with his understanding, he might 
behold, admire and praise God 
his Creator.—God must be ser- 
ved with the understanding, be- 
cause it is through this medium 
that his truth reaches the heart. 
It is admitted that the affections 
are of the first importance in re- 
ligion, and that a great part of 
religion consists in holy affec- 
tions. Love, fear, joy, hope, 
desire, confidence, are affections 
which glow in the hearts of the 
faithful friends of Christ. Yet, 
these affections must be subject- 
ed to some rule, they must be 
directed to some proper object, 
or they are of no value. The 
Christian must Know what he 
loves, he must know what he 
fears, he must know why he re- 
joices and hopes, he must view 
some object which awakes his 
desire, or these affections are 
blind and uncertain, indetermin- 
ate of character, and nothing ac- 
ceptable in the view of God.— 
The language of the Psalmist is, 


Why art thou cast down, O my | : 
seul, and why art thou disguieted ‘divine truth ever to be success- . 


-every discouragement, “ O my 
soul, Hope thou in God.” From 
the perception of God and his 

‘truth by the understanding, per- 

ceived by a clearness of evidence 

which is satisfactory, the heart 
| is aifected, and those affections 

‘which are distinctive of the 

Christian character naturaily 

‘arise. Isaiah had a view of 

|God’s glory. It was an intel- 

lectual view. The majesty of 

Jehovah was in some degree ex- 

hibited to his mind. His heart 

was immediately affected wit’ 
emotions unutterable. Fear, ter 
ror, humility, joy, filled his soul. 

On the mount of transfiguration, 

Peter saw his Lord assume some- 

thing of his divine glories; he 

heard a celestial interview be- 
tween him and the perfected 
spirits of departed saints. He 
heard, he saw, his heart was 
ravished at the scene, and he 

‘could not forbear to exclaim, 

| Lord. it is good for us to be here. | 

| From these observations 2 

‘few remarks obviously occur, | 

| 1, We may consider the inv. 

| portance of religious instruction. 

If God must be worshipped with 

the understanding, the unéer- 

standing must be enlightened by ' 

(his truth. The means of in- 

struction which God has ap- 

pointed, his word and ordinan- 

ces, the exertions and example 

of his people, and, especially, a 

preached gospel, are the only 

means by which we can expect 
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fully communicated. While the 
ministry of the gospel is com- 
mitted to feeble instruments, it 
is to such an instrumentality as 
is constituted by infinite wisdom, 
and it cannot fail of the designed 
effect. The human understand. 
ing is dark, and through the cor- 
ruptions of the heart easily led 
into error. ‘The gospel of the 
Sun of righteousness rises for its 
illumination, that it may become 


the joyful abode of heavenly | 


truth. 

2. The true nature of reli- 
gious instruction may be casily 
ascertained. Divine truth is to 
be presented to the understand- 
ing. The plain truths of God’s 
word are to be taught, just as 
they are, with the evidence and 
sanctions which he has given, in- 
cluding the whole of the divine 
testimony, and nothing more. 
Few errors io religion are more 
common than a persuasion that 
religious instruction is to be ad- 
dressed, principally, to the affec- 
tions and passions of men, and 
that the moving of the feelings 
is the principal object to be ef- 
fected. Such a sentiment de- 
rives no authority from the 
scriptures. The divine precepts 
are addressed to the understand- 
ings of men, in the plainest man- 
ner, without any additional mat- 
ter lo move the affections. The 
narratives of the most interest- 
ing events that ever occurred 
are unrivalled in simplicity. If 
the inspired writers would de- 
scribe the machinations of wick- 
edness, the temporary successes 
of crime, the sufferings of virtue, 
the patience of faith, or the tri- 
umph of hope, the simple fact is 
all that we learn, without any il- 
Jusion of metaphor, without any 
pomp of language to mislead the 














understanding. The prayers re- 
corded in the scriptures, are the 
sentiments of the understand. 
ing, enlightened by reflection 
and a careful attention to divine 
truth. On the most solemn oc- 
casion in which a speaker ever 
addressed an audience, Peter 
stood up on the day of Pentecost, 
and informed the trembling thou- 
sands, that Jesus of Nazareth, 
whom they had crucified, was 
risen from the dead, that he was 
Lord and Christ, that in hisname 
was preached remission of sins, 
and those who with repentance 
believed in him should be saved. 
No other address ever had such 
an effect. A _ principal reason 
why Christ spoke as never man 
spake, was that he always deliv- 
ered the most important truths, 
and delivered them in the plain- 
est manner. ‘These authorities 
must be the rule for religious in- 
struction. Divine truth must 
be presented to the understand- 
ing, just as it is, and left for its 
own effect. To excite the pas- 
sious any farther than they may 
be moved by light brought to 
the understanding, is of no avail. 
Natural affections may be 
strongly moved by artificial 
means, but these are not the af- 
fections of grace, they are not 
the longing of the soul for God. 
Under the influence of strong 
feeling, the mind is easily mis- 
lead, and readily falls into er- 
ror. 

3. The efficacy and success of 
divine truth depend on the sove- 
reign grace of God. Personal 
religion has ils principal seat in 
the heart. ‘The means of grace 
which God has appointed, are 
designed to enlighten the under- 
standing. Their effect upon the 
heart must depend on the migh- 
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ty energy of the Holy Spirit. | 
This truth is constantly confirm- | 
ed by fact. While the same | 
means of grace are used and en- 
joyed, and the understaudings of 
persons appear to be equally en- 
lightened, some cordially em- 
brace the gospel salvation, and 
others neglect all its blessings. 
In the enjoyment of the same 
means of instruction, at times 
persous will be wholly inatten- 
tive to the iuterests of the soul, 
while at other times all their 
feelings are awake to the consid. 
eration of eternal scenes. It is 
the sovereign power of God that 
makes divine truth effectual to 
enlighten the understandings of 
men. With the same evidence of 
the truth before them, some will 
continue obstinate in infidelity, 
while others view the light of the 
divine excellency wholly irre- 
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sistible. Every teacher of the 
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gospel of Christ has witnessed 
the same effects which were ob- 
served by Paul, some believed the 
things which were spoken and 
some believed not. 

4. Teachers of religion, min- 
isters, pious parents and all faith- 
ful Christians, who feel it to be 
their duty to warn and instruct 
as they have opportunity, need 
never be discouraged. ‘The un- 
derstanding must be enlighten- 
ed, divine truth must be taught, 
God in his own time will make 
it effectual. By these means, 
he ever has, and ever will, bring 
immortal souls to glory. His 
promise, Lo, I am with you al- 
way, is to the instructions of the 
gospel and it will never be for- 
gotten. He whohath promised 
is faithful, and he will ever keep 
his eye upon his holy habita- 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


« 


Constitulion of the Bible Society 
of the State of Rhode- Island and 
Providence Plantations. 


Arricte 1. The Society shall 
be styled THe Braie Socirty OF 
THE State OF Ruops-IstanD 
AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS. 
The circulation of the Holy 
Scripturcs shall be its only object. 
The common version of the Bi- 
ble, and impressions that com- 
bine cheapness with plainness, 
without note or comment, shall 
be selected ; but no Book, Tract 
or Pamphlet, shall accompany it, 
in the distribution from any of 
the Officers or Members of the 
Society, or their Agents. In the 


accomplishment of the object of 
this institution, the Society shall 
be at liberty to co-operate, as op- 
portunity shall offer, with any 
other Society formed for the 
same purpose. 

Art. 2. The annual payment 
of a sum, not less than Two Dol- 
lars, shall constitute the person 
paying that sum, a member of 
the Society, and the payment of 
Twenty-five Dollars shall consti- 
tute the person advancing that 
sum, a member for life. 

Art. 3. Legacies, donations 
or subscriptions of any sum, 
smaller or larger than those ne- 
cessary to constitute member- 





ship, will be thankfully received, 
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and strictly appropriated to the 
object of the Society, either iu 
the establishment of a permaneut 
fund, or otherwise, agree.ble to 
the directions of the donors. 


Art. 4. The Society shall an- 
nualiy choose a President, Fwe 
Vice-t'residents, a Treasurer and 
Secretary. Atevery Meetivg the 
President, or if he be abscut, 
the senor Vice-President present, 
shall preside. The Secretary 
shall keep a record of ail the So- 
ciety’s proceedings, and shall 
correspoud in their name, 

Art. 5. The Treasurer shall 
keep the accounts of the Socie- 
ty, receive their monics, pay the 
orders of the Board of Trustees, 
and annually report tothe So- 
cictythe state of their funds. 


Art. 6. A Board of Trustees, 
of seven Aiembers shall be annu- 
ally appointed ; they shall pur- 
chase and superinteud the dis- 
tribution of Bibles and Testa- 
ments, pursuant to the first artic- 
le; they shall meet in Providence 
as soon as convenient afler they 
shall have been chosen, and at 
other times and places as they 
may appoint: a majority shall 
coustitute a quorum for business, 
and iwo may adjourn. They 
shall choose of their Members 
a Mederator and Clerk, to hold 
their offices to the end of the 
year; the Clerk shall record the 
doings of the Board, and lay 
them before the Society at their 
annual Mectings. 

Arr. 7. No person holding an 
office or offices under this Socie- 
ty, shall receive from it any com- 
pensation for his service. At all 
Meetings of the Board of Trus- 
tces the President, Vice-President. 
Treasurer and Secretary, or so 
many of them as may think fit 












































to attend, shall be equally enti. 
tled to vote with the ‘Trustees, 

Art. 8. In case of the death, 
resignation or removal out of 
the State, of any Officer, or his 
refusal to accept the office, the 
Board of Trustees shall choose 
another Member in his place, for 
the remaiuder of the year. 

Art. 9. The annual meeting 
of the Society shall be held in 
the town of Providence, on the 
day before the amnual Com- 
mencement of Brown University, 
at ten in the morning, or at such 
other time or place as the Socie- 
ty shall hereafter appoint ; seven 
Members shall be necessary to 
constitute a Meeting ; of which 
the President, a Vice-President, 
the Treasurer or Secretary shall 
be one. A majority shall be 
competent to the transaction of 
business ; special meetings shall 
be called by the President, or ei- 
ther of the Vice-Presidents at 
tie request of seven Members. 
Notice of such meetings thall be 
given in one of the news-papers 
in Newport, and one in Prov- 
dence. three weeks successively. 

Arr. 10. ‘'wo thirds of the 
Members present, in any annual 
meeting may make alterations 
and amendments of this consti- 
tution, except the first article, 
which shall not be altered, but 
by the unanimous consent ot 
the Members present at such an- 
nual meeting ; nor until public 
notice has been given by adver- 
tisement, from the Secreary. 
one of the news-papers printed 
in Newport, and one in Prov 
dence, of the substance of the 
proposed alteration at least three 
weeks before such annual mect- 
ing. 

A true Copy: Allest, 

Tuomas Bungsss, Sec’ry- 
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List of Officers elected Septem- 
ber, 3, 1813. 


Hon. Jabez Bowen, Esq. Pres- 
ident; Rev. William Patten, D. 
D. Right Rev. Alexander V. 
Griswold, D. D. John Throop 
Child, Esq. Ethan Clark, Esq. 
James Helme, Fsq. Vice-Presa- 
dents ; Obadiah M. Brown, Esq 
Treasurer ; ‘Thomas Burgess, 
Esq. Secretary ; Thomas P. Ives, 
Esq. Thomas L. Halsey. Esq. 
Samuel Eddy, Esq. Mr. Abner 
Kingman, Walter Paine, Esq. 
Robert Rogers, Esq. Christopher 
Fowler, Esq. Trustees. 


COMMUNICATION. 


Christian Friends and 
Fellow-Citizens, 

Tue present is a new and im- 
portant era in the history of the 
Christian Church. The Angel 
has gone forth, * having the 
everlasting gospel to preach un- 
to them that dwell on the earth, 
and to every nation, and kin- 


years; and its exertions and ef- 
fects have been wonderful, be- 
youd example ; and must excite 
the most lively emotions of grat- 
itude and praise in every pious 
mind. In the short compass of 
six years from its commeuce- 
ment it had issued from its de- 
pository in London, more than 





dred, and tongue, and people.” 
Societies, numerous and res- 
pectable. have been formed, and 
are daily forming, for the diffu- 
sion of the light of divine truth. 
Missionary Societies are sending 
forth labourers, messengers of 
peace, into every accessible part 
of the habitable globe—--pro- 
cloiming—-“ Jesus Christ came 
into the world to save sinners.” 
Bible Societies and religious tract 
Societies are co-operating in the 
same great design. 
But among all these benevo- 
lent institutions, Zhe British and 
Foreign Bible Society stands pre- 
eminent. Never has the world 
beheld such an assemblage of ta- 


$25,000 copies of the scriptures. 
In England it had printed the 


scriptures, at its own expense, in 


fourteen different languages and 


dialects In other parts of Zu- 


rope it had aided, by large dona- 
tions, the printing of them in 
as many more. In Asia, it had 
promoted, by liberal and repeat- 
ed contributions, the translation 
and publication of them in a still 


greater number of languages.— 


During the year preceding their 
niuth and Jast annual report, 
they had distributed 135,500 co- 
pies of the scriptures.—40,000 
of which had been distributed 
in Ireland. The whole amount 
of their receipts for the same 
year, including what was receiv- 
ed from the numerous Auxiliary 
Societies in the United King- 
dom, was considerably rising 
Three Hundred Thousand Del- 
lars! 

From this Society have ema- 
nated numerous Societies of the 
same kind in Europe, Asia, and 
America. A Bible Society has 
lately been established in Russia, 
under the patronage of the Fm- 
peror Alexander. His Majesty 
deferred for several days, his 


his Army in order to sign the 
Constitution ! 

In these United States Bible 
Societies have been established 





lents, property and piety. united 
in such a design. This Society 
has been-in operation about nine 


from New-Hampshire to Nev- 
'Orleans—in alinost every stale 
in the Union. Some of these 


journey to the head-quarters of 
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Societies have been able not only 
to supply the poor and the des- 
titute within their own districts, 
and neighboring places ; but 
have remitted funds, to aid the 
establishment in India, for the 
translation and publication of 
the holy scriptures in the vari- 
ous languages of the East. Some 
of these Societies have sent, it is 
believed, about one thousand 
Bibles into this State for gratu- 
itous distribution. The most of 
these have been distributed a- 


mong destitute families, and it | 


is believed there are still many, 
very many, who are destitute of 
this invaluable treasure. 

Such, Christian I'riends and 
Fellow-Citizens, are the exer- 
tions which your Brethren are 
making for the prosperity of the 
Redeemer’s Kingdom in the 
world. 

Will you not then, with holy 
joy and gratitude and praise, 
lend your assistance in promo- 
ting an object so benevolent— 
so conducive to the happiness of 
man and the glory of God ? 

If it be “ more blessed to give 
than to receive,” how great must 
he the blessedness of those, who, 
from motives of pure benevo- 
lence, give the holy Scriptures ? 

God, in his holy word, has 
made known his design to fill 
the world with the knowledge 
of his glory. Ané the unusual 


spirit of prayer and of exertion, | 


which he has given to his peo- 
ple of late years, is an happy 
presage of the speedy accom- 
plishment of his glorious design. 

Ve hen Kings and Conquerors 
defer the work of human slaugh- 
ter to organize Bible Societies, 
who, that ever reads the Bible, 
does not refer lo the predictions 
ofthat happy lime w hea “ Kings 
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shall be nursing fathers, and 
Queens nursing mothers to the 
Church !” 

The institution which has 
been recently formed in this 
State now Calls for your friendly 
assistance and Co-operation. [t 
has been commenced under cir. 
cumstances the most pleasing 
and promising. Christians of 
various denominations have uni- 
ted as a band of brothers: and 
we have good reason to hope, 
that the institution will be pro- 
ductive of very happy effects, 
not only by communicating good 
to others, but by diffusing a spi- 
rit of Christian love and fellow- 
ship among ourselves; and pro- 
moting that “ charity which is 
the bond of perfectness.” 

Let all then, who wish well to 
Zion—all who wish to make 
their fellow-men wise, and good, 
and happy, cheerfully unite in 
this ‘ strife of love.” And may 
allsuch, of all denominations, 
unite their prayers and exertions 
for the universal diffusion of the 
the word of life—and may He, 
with whom is the residue of the 
Spirit graciously hear their.pray- 
ers and bless their exertions— 
* until the kingdom, and the do- 
minion, and the greatness of the 
kingdom under the whole Hea- 
ven shall be given to the people 
of the saints of the most High 
God,” and “ there shall be one 
Lord and his name one through- 
out all the earth.” 

A Frienp To THe Bistr. 
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Virginia Bible Society. 

At a meeting of sundry citt- 
zens, convened by previous pub- 
lic notice, at the Capitol, in the 
City of Richn 
June 22d, 12813. 


d on Tuesday. 
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The Reverend John Bucha- 
nan was appointed Chairman, 
and William Munford Secretary 
of the meeting.— 

On motion of the Revcrend 
John D. Bhair, scconded, by 
the Reverend John H. Rice. 

Resolved, by the members pre- 





sent that they will now form 
themselves into an Association, 
for the distribution of the Sacred 
Scriptures among the destitute 
and poor in our Country, and a- 
mong the Heathen. 


CONSTITUTION 
OFA 

BIBLE SOCIETY, 
established in the City of Rich- 

mond. 

1. The title of this Society 
shall be, ‘ Tue Bisie Society 
oF VIRGINIA.’ 

2. The object of the Society 
is the distribution of Bibles and 
Testaments to the poor in our 
Country, and to the Heathen. 

3. The version of the Scrip- 
tures procured for distribution 
thall be that in common use ; 
except when it is thought expe- 
dient to distribute copies in for- 
eign languages, in which case, 
regard shall always be had to fi- 
delity in the translation to the 
originals ; and, in every case, the 
scriptures distributed shall be 
without note or comment. 

4. There shall be thirteen 
managers of the affairs of the 
Society ;—to wit, a President, 
two Vice-Presidents, a corres- 
ponding Secretary, a recording 


S:cretary, a Treasurer,and seven’ 


other members ;—a majority of 

whom shall constitute a Board 

for dispatch of business.—All 

the said officers shall be annual- 

ly elected by the members at a 
Vor. VI. N@. 16, 
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general meeting ; and in default 
of any such election, shall con- 
tinue in office until an election 
shall take place. 

5. The managers of this So- 
ciety shall meet on their own 
adjournments; and in case of 
the absence of the President and 
both the Vice-Presidents, the 
members present shall appoint a 
President pro-tempore. 

6. Incase of the resignation, 
death, or disability of any of the 
managers of this Society, the 
vacancy shall be supplied by the 
remaining managers until the 
next regular election. 

7. Persons of every religious 
Creed or denomination may be- 
come members of this Society, 
upon paying five dollars subscrip- 
tion money, and binding them- 
selves to pay four dollars annu- 
ally, so long as they choose to 
continue in the Society.—The 
payment, however, of fifty dol- 
lars, in advance, shall, without 
any farther contribution, consti- 
tute a person member for life. 

8. The duty of the managers 
of this Society shall be to pur- 
chase and distribute Bibles and 
Testaments to the poor and to 
the Heathen, in the way that 
shall appear to them best calcu- 
lated to supply the spiritual 
wants of the objects of this 
charity ; and they shall keep a 
regular account of all their pro- 
ceedings and expenditures; of 
which they shall lay a report be- 
fore the Society at its annual 
meetings. 

9. There shall be held a gen- 
eral meeting of the Society, om 
the first Tuesd:y in April, in 
each year, at the Capitol in the 
City of Richmond, or at such 
other place as the managers shall 
appoint. 
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10. The President, or, in cuse 
of his absence or disability, ¢1- 
ther of the Vice- Presidents, shall 
have power, at the request of a- 
ny three managers, to calla gen- 
eral meeting of the Society at 
any time; of which uctice shall 
be given in at Icust two of the 
public papers of this City, and 
at least four weeks previous to 
the said meeting. 

11. No officer of this Society 
shall ever receive a pecuniary 
compensation for his services. 

12. ‘I'wo thirds of the mem- 
bers of this Society may make 
alterations in this Constitution, 
when it may be expedient ; ex- 
eept that the third article shall 
be unchangeable. 

13. Atevery meeting of the 
Society each member shall be 
entitled to one vole, and no 
more, whatever may be the a- 
mount of his subscription. 

The Society proceeded to the 
election of managers, in confor. 
mity with the fourth Article of 
the said Constitution; where- 
upon, the Reverend John Buch- 
anan was elected President ; the 
Rev. J. D. Blair and Jicob 
Grigg, Vice-Presidents; the Rev. 
John H. Rice, Correspouding 
Secretary ; William Munford, 
Recording Secretary ; Samuel 
Greenhow, Treasurer; and Ar- 
chibald Blair, William Mayo, 
Robert Quarles, George Watt. 
the Reverend John Bryce, Wil- 
liam Fenwick and Alexander 
M‘Rzae, the seven other mana- 
gers. 

Resolved, that it he enjoined 
on the managers of this Institu- 
tion, and recommended to the 
members generally, to furnish 
themselves with subscription pa- 
pers, and use their best endeav- 
ors to procure subscribers; and 


also, to correspond with such 
gentlemen, ii various parts of 
the State, as may be likely to 
take an active part in the diffu. 
sion of the Sacred Scriptures ; 
with the view of inducing them 
to usc their best exertions to es- 
tablish Auxiliary Bible Societies, 
in various parts of the Country, 
to co-operate with this as the 
parent iustitution. 

And then the meeting adjour- 
ned. 

Joun Bucuanan, Chairman. 

Joun D. Bratr, 2 Vice-Pres- 

Jacos Grece, idenls. 
Teste, 

Wa. Munrorp, Secretary. 
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THE state of religion at Cape 
Town appears to be encouraging, 
especially among the soldiers.— 
Mr. Thom preaches to them 
with great acceptance and use- 
fulness ; and they have addres- 
sed a letter to the Directors, 
earnestly requesting that he may 
continue at the Cape as their 
stated minister. No sooner had 
he landed, than a quantity of 
books, to the value of nearly 
2001., which he took out of In- 
dia, were purchased by the sol- 
diers, many of whom are of the 
93d regiment, (Scots Higland- 
crs). 

e Milne, the intended as- 
sistant of Mr. Morrison, with 
Mrs. M. who had arrived safely 
at the Cape, sailed from thence 
for the Isle of France on the 26th 
of January. 





On the whole, we have every 
reason to hope that the missions 
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in Africa, especially when they 
shall have been regulated by the 


judicious arrangements of Mr. 


Campbell, will, with the divine 
blessing, be productive of the 
most beneficial effects. 


INDIA. 


Tue Directors now beg leave to 
Jead your attention to that part 
of the habitable globe which has 
lately, more than ever, interest- 
ed the feelings of the religous 
world....British India....a coun- 
try said to contain sixty mil- 
Jions of the human race, most 
of whom are in a deplorable 
state of moral degradation, in 
cousequence of that system of 
gross error and horrible supersti- 
tion which prevails among them, 
and from which it has been the 
highest ambition of this Society. 
in common with similar associa- 
tions of their fellow-christians, to 
labor to deliver them. 

How far it may please the 
great Ruler of the world to in- 
fluence the Legislature of this 
country in removing the present 
obstructions to the labors of 
Missionaries, and to facilitate 
their future operations, we Can- 
not at present determine ; but 
the Directors have never, for a 
single moment, lost sight of this 
great object, which was so strong- 
ly recommended to their vigi- 
lant attention at our last Annual 
Meeting ; but have faithfully re- 
presented to his Majesty’s min- 
isters the wishes of this Society 
that, in case of the renewal of 
the Charter of the East India 
Company, some provision to the 
following effect may be introdu- 
ced....viz. “It shall be lawful 
for Missionaries and Ministers of 
the Church ef England, of the 





Church of Scotland, and of the 
several denominations of protes- 
tand Dissenters, duly recom- 
mended by the respective bodics 
to which they belong, to proceed 
to India, and reside there, under 
the protection of Government, 
while they conduct themselves 
in a peaceable and prudent man- 
ner, for the purpose of diffusing 
among the inhabitants of that 
couutry the knowledge of Chris- 
tianity,as well as for the religious 
advantage of British subjects of 
ali denominations resident in In- 
dia.” And although the Direc- 
tors were empowered, by your 
resolution last year. to present 
petitions, in the name of the So- 
ciety at large, to both houses of 
parliament on this import .nt 
subject, they thought it prefera- 
ble to convene a General Special 
Meeting of the members of the 
Society resident in and about 
London, which took plice on 
the 5th day of April list, and 
was numerously attended. The 
Resolutions formed on that oc- 
casion, and the petitions then 
adopted, have already been gen- 
erally circulated, and will also 
appear in the Appendix to this 
Report, as a memorial of that 
Christian philanthropy which 
warms the heart of every mem- 
ber of this Iustitution. It is pro- 
per also to mention that not in 
London only, but in a great num- 
ber of places throughout the 
country the members and friends 
of this Society, as well as their 
feliow-christians of various de- 
nominations, have manifested 
the same pious zeal by their pe- 
titions to parliament for the same 
purpose. 

Leaving to the disposal and 
contro] of the gre: t Head of the 
church those legislative proceed- 
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ings which may affeet the future 
progress ol ladian Missions, the 
Directors will give a general 
slutement of what has been at- 
tempted by their Missionaries in 
that country during the past 
yeor, lamenting, however, that 
some expected di-patches nol 
having yet arrived, they cannot 
present intelligence of so late a 
date as might be wished. 
Travancere.—From Mr. Rin- 
geltaube they have heard but 
little ; but it appears that he 
continues to labor in six or seven 
different places in the district of 
Travancore,’ in churches which 
he has erected, and where he 
statedly preaches the gospel and 
administers Christian ordinan- 
ces; he also employs five or six 
native schooliwasters for the in- 
struction of youth ; he hus like- 
wise several boys in training, 
who assist him in reading, wri- 
ting, and singing—one of whom 
al.\ays accompanies him on his 
preaching cxcursious ; they are 
also occasionally sent into the 
villages, amoung the scattered 
proselytes, to teach them the 
catechism. He speaks particu- 
larly of a Mr. Fleury, who has 
proved the most useful of all his 
assistants. ‘The labors of these 
school-masters are, Mr. Ringel- 
taube states, of great advantage 
to the rising generation, not only 
as to their respectability and 
temporal prosperity, but as con- 
ducive to their spiritual good ; 
“for,” he observes, “ il isin vain 
to print and distribute billes, if 
there are none who can read 
them.” The expense, however, 
of these operations has been hea- 
vier than before, on account of a 
great scarcity of grain occasion- 
ed by a long drought felt all 
over the south of the peninsula. 





Vizagapatam.—T he affairs of 
this important station are, we 
trust, in a prosperous state. Mr. 
Pritchett, who, after the death 
of Mr. Brain, found it necessary 
to leave the Burman country, 
has joined his brethren in India. 
After being long detained at Cal- 
cutta, and under circumstances 
at times difficult and distressing, 
he was at length enabled to reach 
V izagpatam, and unite with the 
brethren Gordon and Lee, who 
greatly needed his assistance, in 
consequence of the loss they had 
sustained by the death of the ex- 
cellent Des Granges. 

These Missionaries inform us 
that the gospels Matthew, Mark 
and Luke, translated at Viziga- 
patam, are printed, and a quan- 
tity of them for distribution was 
expected by the return of the 
Bramin Anunderayer from Cal- 
cutta; this, they say, “ they 
hope will be rendered an im- 
portant bevefit to the surround- 
ing multitude, many of whom 
will eagerly peruseit.” They are 
still proceeding with the work of 
transtation ; Mr. Gordon has 
commenced the gospel of St. 
John, aud Mr. Lee the book of 

Genesis ; and they flatter them- 
selves that from their residence 
| aud conversation among the peo- 
| ple who speak it in its purity, 
| their ‘felinga translation will be 
‘found more accurate than any 
| other can well be expected to be 
where the languagcis understood 

hy few. In this good and great 
| work they will now be much as- 
sisted by Mr. Pritchett, who 
made some progress in the lau- 
guage while at Calcutta, under 
the tuition of Anunderayer. — 

The congregations to which 








they preach, both at the Fort and 
at the Mission-house, have beer 
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much better attended than be-; almost the lowest desree of 
fore, and the auditors have lis- | wretcheduness. . 

tened with more serious atten,; The brethren were anxiously 
tion to the word. They were in | expecting the arrival of Mr.May, 
hope of an addition to their little | who has manifested a peculiar 
church, and speak with satisfac- | talent for the religious instruc- 
tion of an European lady whose | tion of children. After being 
first religious impressions were long (but we trust not uselessly 
derived from the conversation | detsined) in America, by which 
and example of the Jate Mr. Des | circuitous reute to India the Di- 


Granges. | 

“With regard to the Scnoots,” | 
say they, ‘* we are happy to state | 
that the boys, both natives and | 
half-castes,continue to improve.* 
Some addition has been made to 
the number of our Cuanrity 
Boys, and the subscriptions for 
the support of that institution 
have been a little augmented.” 
Nor are the female Missionariest 
at this station idle spectators ; 
they attend daily to a Free 
Scuoot which has been com- 
menced for the instruction of 
girls, both native and country- 
born ; those who have hitherto 
attended are of the latter des- 
cription, and are perhaps great- 
er objects of compassion than 





the former, being reduced to 
—<—— 

* A pamphlet is just published, 

entitled “* INDIAN CIVILIZATION ; 

or, Report of a successful Experi- 


ment, made during two years, on | 


that subject, in fifteen Tamul, and 
five English Native Free Schools ; 





| rectors were obliged to send 


them, he took his passage from 
thence in February, 1812, in the 
ship Harmony (together with 
some Missionaries of the Ameri- 
can and Baptist Societies), and 
arrived at Port Louis, in the Isle 
of France, on the 8ih of June, 
where, it is sincerely hoped, as 
well as at the Island of Bourbon 
and Madagascar, Missions may 
be established.* When Mr. May 
and his companions proceeded 
to India, and whether they have 
been permitted to proceed to the 
places of their destination, the 
Directors have not yet been able 
to learn. 

Belhary.—T he information re- 
ceived from Mr. Hands, as well 
as from other quarters, concern- 
ing the Mission at Belhary, is 
highly satisfactory, as he is pro- 
ceeding prosperously in the three 
great and important engage- 
ments of preaching the Word, 
translating the sacred Scriptures, 


with proposals for establishing a sep- | and supporting various schools ; 


arate liberal NATIVE SCHOOL So- 


judgment and patronage of the gov- 
ernments of the Hon. East India 
Company, of the respectable Reli- 
gious Societies, and the generous and 
charitable Public, by the Rev. C. S. 
john, Senior of the Danish Mission 
at Tranquebar, &c. &c.? We re- 
commend this sensible Tract to the 
attention of the Socicty. 


+t The widow Des Granges (with 
her children) rejoined the Mission 
at the close of the ycar 1811, 


. in which he is now assisted by a 
c1ETY, humbly submitted to the | y 


promising young man, a Mr. 


* In the Isle of France there are 
said to be 90,000 inhabitants; and 
in the Island of Bourbon 120,060; in 
both places it is probable that Mis- 
sionaries would be favourably receiv- 
ed. The stateof religion in both is 
most deplorable ; but their possess- 
ion by the English is likely to be pro- 
ductive of great advantage to the 





) people. 
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Taylor, who appears to be the 
first fruits of his pious labors in 
India. 

Mr. Hands regularly preaches 
to the Europeans, and his suc- 
cess appears to be considerable, 
especially among the soldiers. 
many of whom are seriously dis- 
posed. Twenty or thirty of these 
micet together several evenings 
in a week for prayer, readiig the 
Scriptures, and Christian conver- 
sation. <A library of thirty or 
forty volumes is formed for their 
use; many good books have 
been purchased for them at M+- 
dras ; and their advancement in 
religious knowledge, experience, 
and practice, has been remarka- 
bly great. They have also man- 
ifested their love of religion, by 
making an unsolicited subscrip- 
tion of about fifty rupees for the 
purchase of lamps and other 
useful articles for the school, be- 
sides a monthly subscription to 
defray the expense of lighting. 
&c. Mr. H. has reason to be- 
lieve that more than twenty of 
the soldiers (of the 56th regi- 
ment of foot) have been broug)t 
to the knowledge of the truth 
since they came to Belhary; and 
it is peculiary satisfactory to 
state, that on the 27th of June, 
1812,achurch was formed there, 
into which 27 persons were, on 
a profession of their faith in 
Christ, admitted, and several 
expressed their desire to be ad- 
ded to their number. This plea- 
sing event filled the heart of our 
dear brother with joy and thank- 
fulness, and will doubtless be 
hichly gratifying to this Society. 

The school at Belhary flour- 
ishes : it contains nearly 50 chil- 
dren, most of whom have learn- 
ed Dr. Watts’ first catechism, 
sopre hymns, and portions of 








{Ocr, 


Scripture. The greater part of 
these children were, betore their 
admission into the school, ina 
more wretched condition thar 
that of the heathen ; they have 
made good progress in learning, 
aud Mr. Hands expresses his 
hope that many of them will be 
delivered out of the mouth of 
the Destroyer, and become lambs 
of the Redcemers flock. This 
school is conducted by a pious 
soldier, under the superintend- 
ance of Mr. H. who has receiy- 
ed from several ladies and gen- 
Uemen handsome contributions 
towards its support. 

fy the assistance of some kind 
friends, he his been enabled to 
erect a Native School House in 
the Mission garden. where about 
fifty children of different castes 
have beea admitted. This school 
is chiefly under the tuition of a 
respect.ble Bramin, brother of 
his Mooushee: and as the na- 
lives are extreinely desirous that 
their children may learn Exg- 
lish, Mr. Hands intends, as a 
stimulus to the scholars in gene- 
ral, and as a reward to the most 
diligent, to select a few for that 
privilege ; this method of pro- 
ceeding is likely to conciliate the 
esteem of the parents, to win the 
hearts of the children, and to 
prepare the way for the gradual 
instruction of the people in the 
knowledge of Christianity, with- 
out alarming their fears, or giv- 
ing a sudden shock to their 
prejudices. 

Mr. Hands continues to im- 
prove in the Kanaadas« language, 
and is proceeding with his trans- 

pF tide 

* This language has been called 


also the Kurnata, but Mr. H. thinks 
improperly. He calls it the Kanaa- 





da, but he says itis vuigarly called 
the Canarce. 
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lation of the Scriptures into it, 
of which he has sent us a neat 
specimen. He has not yet be- 
gun to preach publicly to the 
nalives, but proceeds, as all Mis- 
siouaries must at first, to con- 
verse With them in a familiar 
and affectionate manner; this 
increases his own ability for 
speaking the lauguage. and pre- 
pares their minds for more public 
exhortations. 

What Mr. Hands states con- 
cerning the disposition of the na- 
tives to hear the gospel is so 
well calculated to refute the ob- 
jections lately made against Mis- 
sionary efforts as dangerous to | 
the peace of the country, that it 
deserves peculiar regard. We 
shall quote his own words. 

“ The people in general are 
ready to hear, and to confess the 
folly of their superstitious cus- 
toms, but not so ready to leave 
them. They acknowledge the 
superiority of the gospel of Christ, 
but do not feel its power on their 
hearts. Searcely a day passes 
without a visit from some of the 
most respectable natives at the 
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ing station the Directors, the 
friends at Madras, and his own 
inclination all covcurred to di- 
rect his course. But alas! it is 
not in man that walketh to di- 
rct his steps. The sovereign 
Disposer of human events was 
fit otherwise to determine, and 
we bow in silence to the ho- 
ly mandate. Mr. Thompson, 
as the Society were informed last 
year, afler residing for a few 


| months at the Cape, where his 


labors were very acceptable and 
useful, proceeded towards India, 
and by the Isle of France, where 
he obtained valuable information 
concerning that island, Bourbon 
and Madagascar; from thence 
he sailed to Calcutta, and from 
thence to Madras, where he ar- 
rived March 22, 1812. He was 
there advised to report himself, 
as is expected from strangers, at 
the Police Office, requesting per- 
mission to go forward to Bel- 
hary. But when, upon inquiry, 
it was understood that Mr. 
Thompson came from England 
without a license from the Di- 
rectors of the East India Com- 








Mission-house. A Vakecl be- | pany, he was informed that he 
longing to the court generally | could not be allowed to reside in 
Visits me two or three times a | India, but must immediately re- 
week, and has introduced me to | turn. The order was as follows : 
the heads of the villages who | Madras Police Office, May 22,1812. 
have come to Belhary to trans- | “ Rev. Sir, 
act business in the Court; and [| “ J am directed to acquaint 
hope this will prove a cousider- , you that the Honorable the Gov- 
ble advantage to us when we be- | ernor in Council is precluded, by 
gin to ilinerate in the surround- | the orders of the Supreme Govy- 
ing villages.” ernment, from permitting you to 
Whiie our worthy brother was | reside in any place under this 
thus proceeding in his Missiona- Presidency : you will therefore 
ry career, he was greatly de- | return to the Isle of France, or 
lighted with the cheering hope | to Europe, by the first opportu- 
of soon enjoying at Bethary the | nity. I am, Rev. Sir, 
assistance of his dear brother * your obedient Servant, 
and former fellow student. Mr. | “J. H. SYMMS, 
Thompson : fer, to this premts- % Suserimtendont of the Police.” 
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ings which may affect the future 
progress of ladian Missions, the 
Direciors will give a general 
statement of what has been at- 
tempted by their Missionaries in 
that country during the past 
year, lamenoting, however, that 
some expected di-patches nol 
having yet arrived, they cannot 
present intelligence of so late a 
date as might be wished. 
Travancere.—From Mr. Rin- 
geltaube they have heard but 
little ; but it appears that he 
continues to labor in six or seven 
different places in the district of 
Travancore,” in churches which 
he has erected, and where he 
statedly preaches the gospel and 
administers Christian ordinan- 
ces; he also employs five or six 
native schooliwmasters for the in- 
struction of youth ; he has like- 
wise several boys in training, 
who assist him in reading, wri- 
ting, and singing—one of whom 
al ays accompanies him on his 
preaching excursious ; they are 
also occasionally sent into the 
villages, amoung the scattered 
proselytes, to teach them the 
catechism. He speaks particu- 
larly of a Mr. Fleury, who has 
proved the most useful of all his 
assistants. ‘The labors of these 





Vizagapatam.—T he affairs of 
this important station are, we 
trust, in a prosperous state. Mr. 
Pritchett, who, after the death 
of Mr. Brain, found it necessary 
to leave the Burman country, 
has joined his brethren in India. 
After being long detained at Cal- 
cutta, and under circumstances 
at times difficult and distressing, 
he was at length enabled to reach 
V izagpatam, and unite with the 
brethren Gordon and Lee, who 
greatly needed his assistance, in 
consequence of the loss they had 
sustained by the death of the ex- 
cellent Des Granges. 

These Missionaries inform us 
that the gospels Matthew, Mark 
and Luke, translated at Viziga- 
patam, are printed, and a quan- 
tity of them for distribution was 
expected by the return of the 
Bramin Anunderayer trom Cal- 
cutta; this, they say, “ they 
hope will be rendered an im- 
portant bevefit to the surround- 
ing multitude, many of whom 
will eagerly peruseit.” They are 
still proceeding with the work of 
transtation; Mr. Gordon has 
commenced the gospel of St. 
John, and Mr. Lee the book of 
Genesis ; and they flatter them- 


selves that from their residence 


school-masters are, Mr. Tiingel- | aud conversation among the peo- 
taube states, of great advantage | ple who speak it in its purity, 


to the rising generation, not only 


their ‘Lelinga translation will be 


as to their respectability and | found more accurate than any 


temporal prosperity, but as con- othcr can well be expected to be 
ducive to their spiritual good ; | where the languagcis understood 


“for,” he observes, “il isin vain | 
to print and distribute bibles, if 


there are none who can read 
them.” The expense, however, 
of these operations has been hea- 
vier than before, on account of a 
great scarcity of grain occasion- 
ed by a long drought felt all 
over the south of the peninsula. 








by few. In this good and great 
work they will now be much as- 
sisted by Mr. Pritchett, who 
made some progress in the lau- 
guage while at Calcutta, under 
the tuition of Anunderayer. — 
The congregations to which 
they preach, both at the Fort and 
at the Mission-house, have beer 
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much better attended than be-; almost the lowest degree of 
fore, and the auditors have lis- | wretchedness. 

tened with more serious atten) The brethren were anxiously 
tion to the word. They were in | expecting the arrival of Mr.May, 
hope of an addition to their little | who has manifested a peculiar 
church, and speak with satisfac- | talent for the religious instruc- 
tion of an European lady whose | tion of children. After being 
first religious impressions were | long (but we trust not uselessly 
derived from the conversation | detsined) in America, by which 
and example of the Jate Mr. Des | circuitous reute to India the Di- 
Granges. rectors were obliged to send 





“With regard to the Scnoots,” | 
say they, “* we are happy to state | 
that the boys, both natives and | 
half-castes,continue to improve.* 
Some addition has been made to 
the number of our CuHanrity 
Boys, and the subscriptions for 
the support of that institution 
have been a little augmented.” 
Nor are the female Missionariest 
at this station idle spectators ; 
they attend daily to a Free 
ScuHoot which has been com- 
menced for the instruction of 
girls, both native and country- 
born ; those who have hitherto 
attended are of the latter des- 
cription, and are perhaps great- 
er objects of compassion than 


them, he took his passage from 
thence in February, 1 $12, in the 
ship Harmony (together with 
some Missionaries of the Ameri- 
can and Baptist Societies), and 
arrived at Port Louis, in the Isle 
of France, on the 8ih of June, 
where, it is sincerely hoped, as 
well as at the Island of Bourbon 
and Madagascar, Missions may 
be established.* When Mr. May 
and his companions proceeded 
to India, and whether they have 
been permitted to proceed to the 
places of their destination, the 
Directors have not yet been able 
to learn. 

Belhary.—T he information re- 
ceived from Mr. Hands, as well 





the former, being reduced to 


a 


* A pamphlet is just published, 
entitled “INDIAN CIVILIZATION ; 
or, Report of a successful Experi- 
ment, made during two years, on 


| ceeding prosperously in the three 
great and important engage- 
'ments of preaching the Word, 


as from other quarters, concern- 
ing the Mission at Belhary, is 
highly satisfactory, as he is pro- 


that subject, in fifteen Tamul, and | ™ 


five English Native Free Schools ; 


| translating the sacred Scriptures, 


with proposals for establishing a sep- | and supporting various schools ; 
arate liberal NATIVE SCHOOL So- | in which he is now assisted by a 
c1ETY, humbly submitted to the | 


judgment and patronage of the gov- 
ernments of the Hon. East India 
Company, of the respectable Reli- 
gious Societies, and the generous and 
charitable Public, by the Rev. C. S. 
john, Senior ef the Danish Mission 
at Tranquebar, &c. &c.” We re- 
commend this sensible Tract to the 
attention of the Socicty. 


+t The widow Des Granges (with 
her children) rejoined the Mission 
at the close of the year 1811, 


promising young man, a Mr. 


* In the Isle of France there are 
said to be 90,000 inhabitants; and 
in the Island of Bourbon 120,060; in 
both places it is probable that Mis- 
sjonaries would be favourably receiv- 
ed. The stateof religion in both is 
most deplorable ; but their possess- 
ion by the English is likely to be pro- 
ductive of great advantage to the 
) people. 
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Vaylor, who appears to be the 
first fruits of his pious labors in 
India. 

Mr. Hands regularly preaches 
to the Europeans, and his suc- 
cess appears to be considerable, 
especially among the soldiers. 
many of whom are seriously dis- 
posed. Twenty or thirty of these 
nieet together several evenings 
in a week for prayer, readiig the 
Scriptures, and Christian conver- 
sation. A library of thirty or 
forty volumes is forined for their 
use; many good books have 
been purchased for them at Ma- 
dras 3; and their advancement in 
religious knowledge, experience, 
and practice, has been remarka- 
bly great. They have also man- 
ifested their love of religion, by 
making an unsolicited subscrip- 
tion of about fifty rupees for the 
purchase of lamps and other 
useful articles for the school, be- 
sides a monthly subscription to 
defray the expense of lighting. 
&c. Mr. H. has reason to be- 


the soldiers (of the 56th regi- 
ment of foot) have been brought 
to the knowledge of the truth 
since they came to Belhary; and 
it is peculiary satisfactory to 
state, that on the 27th of June, 
1812,achurch was formed there, 
into which 27 persons were, on 
a profession of their faith in 
Christ, admitted, and several 
expressed their desire to be ad- 
ded to their number. This plea- 
sing event filled the heart of our 
dear brother with joy and thank- 
fulness, and will doubtless be 
hicshly gratifying to this Society. 

The school at Belhary flour- 
ishes : it contains nearly 50 chil- 


Jt dren, most of whom have learn- 
iy ed Dr. Walts’ first catechism, 


sopre hymns, and portions of 
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lieve that more than twenty of 
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Scripture. The greater part of 
these children were, before their 
admission into the school, ina 
more wretched condition than 
that of the heathen ; they have 
made good progress in learning, 
and Mr. Hands expresses his 
hope that many of them will be 
delivered out of the mouth of 
the Destroyer, and become lambs 
of the Redcemers flock. This 
school is conducted by a pious 
soldier, under the superintend- 
ance of Mr. H. who has receiy- 
ed from several ladies and gen- 
Uemen handsome contributions 
lowards its support. 

dy the assistance of some kind 
friends, he his been enabled to 
erect a Native School House in 
the Mission garden, where about 
filty children of different castes 
have been admitted. This school 
is chiefly under the tuition of a 
respect.ble Bramin, brother of 
his Moonshee: and as the na- 
lives are extreinely desirous that 
their children may learn Eng- 
lish, Mr. Hands intends, as a 
stimulus to the scholars in gene- 
ral, and as a reward to the most 
diligent, to select a few for that 
priviiege ; this method of pro- 
ceeding is likely to conciliate the 
esteem of the parents, to win the 
hearts of the children, and to 
prepare the way for the gradual 
instruction of the people in the 
knowledge of Christianity, with- 
out alarming their fears, or giv- 
ing a sudden shock to their 
prejudices. 

Mr. Hands continues to im- 
prove in the Kanaadas language, 
and is proceeding with his trans- 

pst ae 

* This language has been cailed 
also the Kurnata, but Mr. H. thinks 
improperly. He calls it the Kanaa- 
da, but he says itis vuigarly called 
the Canarce, 
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lation of the Scriptures into it, 
of which he has sent us a neat 
specimen. He has not yet be- 
gun to preach publicly to the 
nalives, but proceeds, as all Mis- 
siouaries must at first, to con- 
verse With them in a familiar 
and affectionate manner; this 
increases his own ability for 
speaking the language. and pre- 
pares their minds for more public 
exhortations. 

What Mr. Hands states con- 
cerning the disposition of the na- 
tives to hear the gospel is so 
well calculated to refute the ob- 
jections lately made against Mis- 
sionary efforts as dangerous to 
the peace of the country, that it 
deserves peculiar regurd. We 
shall quote his own words. 

“ The people in general are 
ready to hear, and to confess the 
folly of their superstitious cus- 
toms, but not so ready to leave 
them. They acknowledge the 
superiority of the gospel of Christ, 
but do not feel its power on their 
hearts. Searcely a day passes 
without a visit from some of the 
most respectable natives at the 
Mission-house. A Vakecl be- 
longing to the court generally 
Visits me two or three times a 
week, and has introduced me to 
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ing station the Directors, the 
friends at Madras, and his own 
inclination all concurred to di- 
rect his course. But alas! it is 
not in man that walketh to di- 
rect his steps. The sovereign 
Disposer of human events was 
fit otherwise to determine, and 
we bow in silence to the ho- 
ly mandate. Mr. Thompson, 
us the Suciely were informed last 
year, after residing for a few 
months at the Cape, where his 
labors were very acceptable and 
useful, proceeded towards India, 
and by the Isle of I'rance, where 
he obtained valuable information 
concerning that island, Bourbon 
and Madagascar; from thence 
he sailed to Calcutta, and from 
thence to Madras, where he ar- 
rived March 22, 1812. He was 
there advised to report himself, 
as is expected from strangers, at 
the Police Office, requesting per- 
mission to go forward to Bel- 














hary. But when, upon inquiry, 
it was understood that Mr. 
Thompson came from England 
without a license from the Di- 
rectors of the East India Com- 
pany, he was informed that he 
could not be allowed to reside in 
| India, but must immediately re- 
‘turn. The order was as follows : 





the heads of the villages who | Madras Police Office, May 22, 1812. 


have come to Belhory to trans- 
act business in the Court; and I 


hope this will prove a consider- 
bie advantage to us when we be- 
gin to ilinerate in the surround- 


ing villages.” 


| * Rev. Sir, 

“ J am directed to acquaint 

| you that the Honorable the Gov- 

| ernor in Council is precluded, by 
the orders of the Supreme Gov- 
ernment, from permitting you to 


While our worthy brother was | reside in any place under this 








thus proceeding in his Missiona- | Presidency : you will therefore 
ry career, he was greatly de- | return to the Isle of France, or 
lighted with the cheering hope | to Europe, by the first opportu- 
of soon enjoying at Bethary the | nity. I am, Rev. Sir, 
assistance of his dear brother | “ your obedient Servant, 
and former fellow student. Mr. | “J. H. SYMMS, 
Thompson : fer, to this premis- * Suwerintendnt of the Police.’ 
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Mr. Thompson, by the advice 
of his friends, addressed a repect- 
ful letter to the Hon. the Gov- 
ernor on the subject ; but afler 

ailing several days without re- 
ceiving any answer, he again 
waited on the Superintendant of 
Police,who informed him, that if 


no answer was given, the order | 


for his removal remained in 


force, and that if he did not go, | 


he should be obliged to report it. 
Mr. Thompson observed, that 
he had no means of obeying the 
order, and that the Missionary 


Society had not authorized their | 


agent to advance money for that 
purpose. He was then informed, 
that “ he should receive an or- 
der to put him on board some 
vessel homeward bound, when a 
very small allowance would be 
given him for his passage, as he 
had come out without leave 
from the Company ;” and added, 
that “ he supposed it was the in- 
tention of Government to put a 
stop to such endeavors.” 

It is impossible not to feel, on 
this recital, the most painful re- 
gret that rcgulations, which were 
criginaliy made for commercial 
purposes only, should now be 
employed to impede the prog- 
yess of Christianity, or place un- 
dcr the control of the East fn- 


dia Company a subject so inti- | 


mately connected with the pres- 


ny millions of the human race. 
Kor the removal of such un- 
righteous restrictions, the Socie- 
ty applied to his Majesty’s Min- 
isters ; has petitioned the Legis- 
lature; and will continue impor- 
tunately to address the 'Trene 
of Grace.* 


a ee 


* The reflection of our dear de- 
faried brother, in a letter dated 


This refusal of the Govern. 
ment to permit Mr. Thompson 
to proceed to Belhary was soon 


May 12, may not be unacceptable 
to the Society. 








“‘ There is no appeal, as it is 
confirmed by the highest authority 
| Not. only in India, but in England, 
| This you may probably regard as a 
melancholy event. Butno; regard 
| it as an unwarrantable stretch of 
arbitrary authority, which the great 
Head of the Church will overrule 
| for the promotion of the interests of 
his kingdom. For my own part, 
hones 7 deeply regret the loss of 
time, and the inconveniences of an- 
other voyage to iurope and back; 
1 feel no doudt that I shail return, 
and that this occurrence will turn 
out to the furtherance of the gospel. 
1 have nothing to complain of the 
Government here, for they act a- 
greeably to the letter of their in- 
structions ; nor of the Government 
at home, as when the Charter was 
given to the Company, there was lit- 
tle regard to such an accession ot 
territory, and it had no view tothe 
religion of the people; and when 
the Toleration Act was passed, the 
Parliament did not anticipate that 
the British dominions would be so 
extensive, or that Christians would 
feel it their duty to communicate the 
| knowledge of the gospel to foreign 
lands, and therefore, no provision 
was made for such a purpose. Con- 
sidering that the renewal of the 
Charter is about to he discussed in 
Parliament, should it be said to those 
who wish to diffuse the gospel in In- 








. | dia, that none had been prevented 
ent and eternal happiness of ma- | 


from peaceablv exercising the func- 


' tions of this office, nor any one sent 


| home, any alteration might be decm- 


ed unnecessary ; but should the 
Government here insist on my re- 
turn, I trust it will give such an ad- 
ditional impulse to their exertions, 
who are desirous of such an altera- 
tion, as will secure its attainment. 
Mine is a case peculiarly in port, 
as I have sailed teno foreign port, 
under no foreign colours, nor pro- 





ceeded a step without the public 
sanction of the existing authoriticsy 
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followed by another event still | and enjoyed, yet, on two occa- 


more distressing :—He had fre- 
quently complained of a pain in 
his side, which was considered 
as the symptom of a liver disor- 
der, which it was hoped would 
prove but slight; but alas! its 
progress was rapid and fatal.— 
He had desisted only two Lord’s 
days from preaching, and was at 
the chapel on the 21st of June. 
On the following Thursday he 
became extremely ill, and dan- 
ger was apprehended ; but his 
mind was preserved in peace, and 
he maintained a humble, yet 
confident and unshaken depend- 
ence on the atonement of the 
great Redeemer; while he re- 
nounced, witha kind of indig- 
nant jealousy, any thing in him- 
self in which he might glory : 
and although, through the ex- 
treme violence of his disorder, 
he could not, so frequently as 
he wished, express what he felt 


a 


and am, in fact, deficient in nothing 
but the company’s license.” 

It may not be improper, in this 
place, to transcribe a passage from 
a letter written by Mr. Hands on 
this subject. 

**[ hope that this order for Mr. 
Thompson’s return will have a pow- 
erful effect on the minds of our dear 
friends in England ; and that if the 
Company’s Charter should be re- 
newed, they will endeavor to pro- 
cure some provision therein for the 
protection of PROTESTANT Mis- 
sionaries in India. CAatTHoLIc Mis- 
sionaries abound in almost every 
part of India; they excite no notice 
nor suspicion ; and are allowed to 
travel about as they please; why 
then should not we enjoy the same 
liberty ? A new Catholic chapel has 
lately been erected at Belhary, and 
a new Padre has lately arrived from 
Goa. All the persons who attend 


are Portuguese or Malabar people, | 
belonging to the different native 
corps stationed here.” 


Vor. VI. No. 10. 
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sions he cheered the hearts of 
his weeping friends, when he de- 
clared his joy in the Lord, and 
exhorted them to increasing zeal 
in his cause. “ Cran,” said he, 
“I never saw; Des Granges I 
once saw; but Brain was my 
dear friend, companion, and fel- 
low student. I shall soon see 
them in glory, and Swartz too ;” 
and then, in a rapture of mind, 
and with exertion of body that 
was almost too much for his en- 
feebled frame, he added, “ but I 
shall see Jesus, and that is the 
glory of all!” Thus our dear 
brother, though denied the ex- 
pected privilege of preaching a- 
mong the Gentiles “ the un- 
searchable riches of Christ,” was 
highly favored by his rich grace 
in his departing moments, and 
expired with a hope full of im- 
mortality. 

To the Society, as well as to 
his relations and friends, it is no 
small consolation to reflect, that 
he died in the house of our val- 
uable brother, Mr. Loveless, our 
Missionary at Madras; where he 
enjoyed all that attention which 
piety and friendship could afford 
in his painful circumstances: and 
this leads us to report briefly the 
circumstances of that faithful 
Missionary at 

eVadras.—Mr. Loveless has 
been, for several years, usefully 
employed as a teacher in the 
Male Assylum, and also in 
preaching the gospel, both to 
Europeans and natives. Having 
been enabled by their generous 
aid to erect a chapel in the 
Black Town, where he has met 





with considerable encourage- 
| ment, he has judged it expedient 
| to resign his situation in the As- 
‘sylum, that he may devete him- 
; Aaa 
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self wholly to his proper em- 
ployment in the ministry of the 
Word, as more congenial with 
his office as a Missionary, for 
which he has indeed most ample 
scope in that great and populous 
city ; and it is the earnest wish 
of the Directors that he may be | 
assisted by the addition of ano- 
ther able laborer. The local sit. 
uation of Mr. Loveless, together | 
with his own prudence and zeal, | 
have rendered him very useful | 
to the other stations, especially | 
to Vizagapatam and Belhary, | 
both which ought to be strength | 
ened by the addition of more | 
Missionaries, and we trust will | 
be so, if the present unjust and | 
impolitic restrictions should be 
removed. But under the exist- 
ing circumstances, and doubtful 
whether Mr. May and other 
Missionaries from different so- 
cieties, have been permitted to 
reside in India, the Directors 
have lately written to Mr. Thom 
at the Cape, desiring him not to 
proceeduntil he shall have heard 
again from home. The Direc- 
tors, sympathizing with their 
Christian brethren of the Bap- 
tist Missionary Society, in their 
heivy loss, occasioned by the 
fire which cousumed their print- 
ing office at Serampore, immedi- 
ately on hearing of that disaster, 
cheerfully voted them one hun- 
dred guineas towards repairing 
the damage :—a donation which 
they are confident that the whole 
Society will cordially approve. 
From India we naturally pass on 
to the adj.cent island of 
Ceylon.—We have the satis. 
faction to state that the hopes 
expressed in our last Report have 
been in a great degree realized. 
By the very laudable exertions 
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of the present Governor, Sir A- 
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lexander Johnstone, the Hon, 
and Rev. Mr. Twisleton, and 
other friends of religion, the care 
of the schools hes been revived. 
Our Missionary, Mr. Ehrhardt, 
was appointed tovisit the schools 
in the district of M itura, and in- 
quire into the character and con- 
duct of the schoolmasters. Mr. 
Ehrhardt describes the greater 
port of those who have formerly 
been baptized by the Dutch, on 
merely being able to recite the 
Lord’s Prayer, the Ten Com- 
mandments, and Creed, as ex- 
tremely ignorant of Christianity, 
and still living in the constant 
pructice of idolatry, having sub- 
mitted to baptism ouly for world- 
ly advantage. He says, they 
are exceedingly aduicted to the 
worship of im»ges. before which 
they tail prostrate on the ground 
and pray ; aud this attachment 
to image worship accounts, in 
his opinion, for the success the 
Roman Catholics have had in 
making many proselytes, while 
the religion of the Protestants 
appears to them too simple, and 
is called by them * the Religion 
of the Company.” ; 
Mr. Palm, who has acquired 
the Tamul language, has beer 
very assiduous in his care of the 
schools, particularly at Tillipaly; 
in which he has been much er- 
couraged by the Hon. Col. Moles- 
worth, (now Lord Molesworth.) 
who has been successful in estab- 
lishing several other schools, onc 
for the children of the Seapoys; 
in the garrison of Jaffnapatam, 
which includes a number of Hin- 
doo, Mussulmans, and Portu- 
guese, children ;* another is un- 


* “ The progress these boysmade 


in a few weeks was such, that Poe 


ral respeetable persons, and 








ade 
VE- 
the 





1813.] London Missionary Society. 387 


der the care of Mr. Christian 
David, (a native.) where the 
Lancasterian system is adopted 
with success. 

Mr. Read, who teaches a 
school at Amlamgoddy, is appoin- 
ted to superintend the schools 
(in number about twenty-eight) 
in the district of Galle. He 
found them ina deplorable state, 
owing partly to the negligence 
of the masters, and partly to the 
reluctance of the natives to send 
their children to school. But 
there is reasou to hope,thatbythe 
encouragement now giveu to the 
schools by the Goverument, the 
increased diligence of the teach- 
ers. and the distribution of the 
Scriptures in the Cingalese, laa- 
guage,t which may shortly be 
expected, the Missionary pros- 
pects will soon become much 
brighter, especially if some able 
English Missionaries can be seut 
to labor there. “ I hope,” says 
a gentleman resident in Ceylon. 
“the Missionary Socicty, and all 
societies for promoting the glo- 
rious cause, will consider this, 
and strain every nerve to send 
some able teachers to this coun- 
try ; never was such a harvest 
as is prepared for the reapers.” 

The Directors have been in- 
formed, that Mr. Palm and Mr. 
Ehrhardt have, by the kindness 
of Government, been appointed 


ee  —— 


highest Hindoo caste, came and of- 
fered their sons to be instructed in 
the Christian religion.” 


t An Auxiliary Bible Society has 
been formed in Ceylon, under the 
auspices of the Governor and most 
respectable residents, from which, 
by the blessing of Heaven, the most 
pleasing results may be anticipated. 
fhe people will soon have the 
Scriptures not only in the Tamul, 
butin the Cingalese language, 





to two of the churches, and are 
so provided for, that the Society 
will be relieved from the expeuse 
of their future support. 

Belore we quit this part of the 
globe, it will be proper to notice 
the efforts which have been 
made in this couutry, in favor 
of the 

Lascars and Chinese,—who, 
having navigated British vessels 
from India, usually reside some 
mouths in this metropolis, be- 
lore their return. The Commit- 
tee, to whom the business was en- 
trusted, report, that, in pursuing 
the object of their designation, 
they hive not been exempt from 
difficulties ; but that they have 
engiged two persons, who, du- 
ring their leisure hours, have, io 
the space of eight mouths, made 
considerable progress in the Ben- 
g lee language, in which they 
are able to read the New Testa- 
ment with tolerable ease, and 
that each of them has translated 
two tracts into that tongue ; and 
the Committee hope they will 
soon be enabled to converse with 
the Lascars on the subject of re- 
ligion, and ultimately prove of 
great use to them ;—a third also 
has for some months past appli- 
ed himself, in his leisure hours, 
to the Chinese language, that he 
is no less indefatigable in his pur- 
suils, and that his prospect of 
success is no less pleasing than 
that of his fellow-laborers before 
mentioned. The Directors next 
pass on to 

China—an empire so vast, so 
populous. and so idolatrous, that 
it cannot be mentioned by 
Christians without excitiog sen- 
timents of the deepest concern. 
On the shores of this immense 
country our excellent brother, 
Mr. Morrison, has persevered, 
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for several years, in his solitary, 
but most interesting labors—in 
triuslating, into the language of 
more than three hundred mil- 
lious of the benighted descend- 
ants of Adam, the Scriptures of 
Truth. Mr. Morrison, whose 
acquaintance with the Chinese 
language has, perhaps, seldom 
been exceeded by any Europe- 
an, has completed his Grammar 
of the Chinese Language, which 
he has presented to Lord Minto, 
Governor General of Bengal ; 
he has printed his translation of 
the Gospel of Luke, a single co- 
py of which he has sent to the 
Directors, whose gratitude to the 
British and Foreign Bible Soci- 
ety, for their second generous 
donation to Mr. Morrison, in aia 
of his Chinese version of the 
Scriptures, induced them imme- 
diately to present that copy to 
the Committee, that they might 
deposit in their Biblical Library 
a book of so much interest, and 
to the production of which they 
had so liberally contributed. 
The Directors have also present- 
ed to the Committee the only 
printed copy transmiticd from 


-Vizagapatam, of the Gospel of 
Mark inthe Telinga language, 


translated by our Missionaries. 
And the Directors feel a pleas- 
ure in again acknowledging with 
unfeigned respect and affection 
their obligations to that excel- 
lent Society, in whose growing 
greatness and usefulnes they ex- 
ceedingly rejoice, for the readi- 
ness with which, on every appli- 
cation, they have furnished Bi- 
bles for their Missionary stations 
in different parts of the world. 
Mr. Morrison has transmitted 
tous the copy of an Edict. which 
was issued by the emperor of 





China,* whereby printing reli- 
gious books and establishing 
preachers are made capital of- 
fences. ‘The Roman Catholic 
Missionaries at Pekin have been 
silenced, and some of them im- 
prisoned, till they can be trans- 
ported to Europe. Mr. Morris- 
on however proceeds in his work 
undismayed, but with all neces- 
sary caution and prudence. He 
has formed a catechism in the 
Chinese language, and also a 
tract on the Way of Salvation. 
“TI must,” he says, “ go forward, 
trusting in the Lord. We will 
scrupulously obey Governments, 
as far as their decrees do not 
oppose what is required by the 
Alinighty ; I will be careful not 
to invite the notice of Govern- 
ment. Iam, though sensible of 
my weakness, not discouraged, 
but thankful that my own most 
sanguine hopes have been more 
than realized. In the midst of 
discouragement, the practicabill- 
ty of acquiring the language, in 
no very great length of time, of 
translating the Scriptures, and 
of having them printed in Chi- 
na, has been demonstrated. I 
am grateful to the Divine Being, 
for having employed me in this 
good work, and should I die 
soon, it will afford me pleasure 
in my last moments.” —* When 
Iam dead, God may raise up 
some Chinese who will republish 
these, and thereby proclaim to 
the millions of his countrymen 
the Unity of God, the redemp- 
tion that is in Christ, with all its 
preceding and consequent doc- 
trines, and these may lead to the 
eternal life of many. Little as 
has been done, I did not expect, 
coasiippaiion 


* See a copy of this edict in NO. 
XXIV. of the Miss. Trans. 
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four years ago, that by this time 
go much would have been effect- 
ed; if the labor had been a mil- 
Jion times more, I should not 
have regretted it.” 

The Directors hope that not- 
withstanding the imperial edict, 
(which, there is reason to think, 
will not be severely acted upon, 
especially in the provinces) ma- 
ny copies of the translation will, 
by means of merchants and sai- 
lors who frequent Prince of 
Wales’ Island, Java, and other 
adjacent countries, find their 
way into the heart of the em- 
pire, and that God will bless his 
own werd to the salvation of 
many, and possibly the very pro- 
hibition may excite in the peo- 
ple a greater curiosity to obtain 
and peruse it. 

Mr. Morrison, having fre- 
quently complained of being 
left to serve alone in this great 
work, and fearing that in case of 
his death it might be for a long 
time suspended, the Directors 
have sept forth Mr. Milne, by 
the way of the Cape, who they 
hope will prove an acceptable 
fellow laborer. The Directors 
have also, according to Mr. Mor- 
rison’s earnest recommendation, 
determined on commencing a 
Mission to the populous island 
of Java, in which it is said there 
are thirty millions of inhabi- 
tants, including two hundred 
thousand Chinese, among whom 
the Scriptures may be freely dis- 
tributed. It ought not to be 
forgotten, that the zeal of our 
worthy brother has also been 
manifested by promoting a 
mong the European residents at 
Canton a subscription towards 
the Auxiliary Bible Society at 
Calcutta, to the treasurer of 





which he has transmitted two 
hundred and eighty-five dollars. 


WEST INDIES. 


Tobago.—It was the intention 
of the Directors, as intimated 
in the last Report, to remove 
Mr. Elliot to New Carlisle but 
they have yielded to his wishes 
to continue a longer time at To- 
bago. The chapel erected here, 
which will seat about two hua- 
dred persons, was opened in May 
last, and a tolerable number of 
persons, both white and black, 
attended. Mr. Elliot hopes that 
his labors are not xltogether 
fruitless; the morals of many 
of the negroes are improved ; 
and one of the managers informs 
him that he frequently hears 
them reproving each other for 
sin ; a few also seem to be truly 
concerned for the salvation of 
their souls. A serious gentle- 
man from England who visited 
the island, and observed Mr. El- 
liot’s labors, has given the Di- 
rectors a more favorable report 
of the Mission than they had 
before received. There seems 
also to be a prospect of reducing 
the expense of the Mission, by 
the contributions of some of the 
planters. 

Trinidad.—At Trinidad Mr. 
Adam continues to preach to the 
white and colored people, and to 
the slaves, inthe chapel which 
he has erected at the town call- 
ed Port of Spain, as well as in 
other parts of the island; labor- 
ing not only on the Lord’s days, 
but at frequent meetings held in 
the week, for the purpose of cat- 
echising the negroes. We be- 
lieve that Mr. Adam labors both 
faithfully and usefully, but 
through the failure of business, 
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This Mission, in conse. 


and the extravag wut ; queuce of the distressed state of 


price of provisions, the expense | the colony, has become this ye x 
of this Mission is extremely | far more ex, ensive tliau before, 


great. 


Mr. Davis has finished and 


Denarara.—Mr. Wray still | opened a large chapel at George 


labors at Resouvenir, iu the col- , 
Soon after | 
his return from England, a proc- | 


eny of Demarara. 


Jamation was issued by his Ex- 
ccllcncy Governor Ciimichael, 


agreeable to the directions issued | 
by the Government at home, by | 


which the liberty of the negroes 


to attend the iustruction of the | 
Missionaries was considerably en- | 
The preamble to this , 


Jarged. 
proclamation stated, that the 


Town (formeriy called Stae- 
brook) which is attended by a 
very considerabie number of peo- 
ple of different colors. [tis sup. 
posed that about 1000 negroes 
attend. ‘The inhabitauts of the 
town contributed more than 6001 
towards the building, and about 
60/. was subscribed by the poor 
negroes, who g ve hill « bit (or 
two-pence hal!peuny) each. But 
the debt still remaining on the 


Governor had received instruc-: place is very large. An Auxil- 
tions from the Priuce Regent to , iary Missionxry Society, includ- 
recal a former (restrictive) proc- | ing people of color and slaves, 
Jamation, “ and to give every has recently been formed at 
aid to Missionaries ia the in- | George ‘Town, whose subscrip- 


struction of religion.” This pub- | tions amount to 80. 


lic measure was accompanied 


Berbice. —A new, and, we trust, 


with the most friendly assurances | a wide door of usefulness appears 
of the Governor to the Mission- | to be opening in the adjoining 


aries of his support, as he consid- | 


colony of Berbice, distant from 


. . . ' . 
ered their exertions to be highly ' Demarira about seventy miles. 


useful to the community. 


His | Several estates in this colony 


Excellency was also pleased to! belong to the British Crown, and 


make a handsome present to- | 
wards the support of the Mission. 
He also desired them to under- 
take the instruction of the sol- 
diers’ children, for vhich a small 
salary is to be allowed. The 
good effect of this magisterial 
encouragement soon became ap- 
parent in the attendance of the 
slaves, six or seven hundred of 


whom attend Mr. Wray’s mipis- | 


try, and some of them from a 
considerable distance : from thir- 
ty to fifty slaves attend thrice a 
week to learn to read, and many 
more who live at a distance 
teach each other. Severs! have 
been baptized and admitted to 
the Lord’s Supper during the last 


‘re now under the direction of 
Commissioners « ho are disposed 
to excourage the instruction of 
the slives. These gentlemen, 
who are well acquainted with 
the valuable services of Mr. 
Wray, have mide a proposal to 
him to remove to Berbice, and 
undertake, with the consent of 
the Directors, the religious c.re 
of the negroes, who are very nu- 
merous. ‘T'o this proposal, the 
Directors, unwilling as they «re 
_ to relinquish the services of Mr. 
Wray, have consented, in hopes 
of his more extensive usefulness, 
and in expectation that his plice 
at Demarira will be well suppli- 
ed, of which they have some pros 





hi- 
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pect. three Missionaries who had 


been educat a ut Bersin and Rot 
terdam hi ving been sent over t 
Evglaud, by the Dutch Society 
in consequence of their own in.- 
bility to employ them One oe: 
these Missionaries is at present 
intended tor Java, and two oth- 
ers for Demarara and Berbice. 
"Tire whole expense of the Mis- 
‘on at Uervice will be defrayed 
» the Commissioners. 
(uhedte-—From the Mission- 
avics who returned to Otuheite 
from New South Wales in May 
or Jfme, 181i. at the earnest 
request of the King of the island, 
the Directors have vot yet re- 
ceived any letter; nor have they 
been favored with any informa- 
tien concerning them from the 
Rev. Mr. M vrsden at Port Jack- 
sou, since his letter of Septem- 
ber 21, 1811. The last inform- 
ation is from Mr. Davies, who 
hat embarked for Ot heite, da- 
ted Paramatta, Oct. 14.1811, in 
which he fully stetes the reasons 
which determined him and sev- 
er! more of the Missionaries to 
resume the undertaking, their 
Willingness to encounter any dif- 
ficulties which might occur, and 
their cheerful expect ition of ul- 
timate sucess. Mr. and Mrs 
D..vies hive probably followed 
their comp :nions to Otaheite. 
The Directors have been long 
anxious to hear of their safe ar- 
rival and agreesble reception at 
the island ; but so difficult is it 
to maintain a communic ition 
with this distant part of the 
earth, that they and the Society 
must still exercise their patience. 
The Directors, however, have 
repeatedly written to the Mis 
sionaries, and have also sent out 
supplies, to the care of Mr. Mars- 


x 
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den, of such articles as they are 
~upposed to need. 
Canada.— Mr. Smart, who left 
Ki gland in June, 1811, is now 
t Elizabeth Town, in Upper 
Canada, where he found the 
state of things rather unpromis- 
ing ; but he bas had the szatis- 
fuction of seeing the congrega- 
tion much increased, from about 
sixty to two or three hundred, 
and their attention to the word 
greatly improved. He has rea- 
son to hope that his labors have 
heen useful to the souls of his 
hearers. “ Their attention,” he 
says, “to the preached gospel, 
for the Jast six or nine months, 
is such as I never witnessed in 
England ; their anxiety for my 
comfortable and permanent set- 
Uement was also very great.” 
This pleasing prospect, however, 
is lor the present beclouded by 
the breaking out of the war be- 
tween America and Britain, and 
unhappily Mr. Smart’s station is 
ut the very seat of it. Battles 
have been fought in the imme- 
diate vicinity, and a ball from 
an American fort at Oswegatche 
passed between the neck of his 
horse and his own body, as he 
was returning from preaching in 
the neighborhood. When he 
wrote last it was within sound 
of the cannon; hitherto howev- 
er he has been preserved, and he 
entreats the prayers of the Socie- 
ty. His preaching circuit is con- 
sidervble, extending filty miles 
in length, and twenty-five in 
‘readth ; but his strength has 
heen proportioned to his labors. 
Mr. Cox, who was intended 
tor St. Mary’s Falls, received so 
discour:ging an account of that 
ploce that he thought it his du- 
ty not to proceed to it until he 
heard from the Directors; whe, 
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on the consideration of the sub- 
ject, consented to his staying in 
Canada, where many who wish 
to hear the word are totally 
destitute of it. Mr. Cox was 
for a short time at Matilda, but 
soon removed to Augusta, in the 
county of Granville, where his 
labors have proved very accept- 
able. 

Mr. Spratt, who went to Amer- 
ica with a view of proceeding to 
India, having been so ill at Phi- 
Jadelphia that it was judged al- 
together improper for him to 
venture on such a sultry climate, 
has removed for the present to 
Quebec, where he supplies the 
congregation of Mr. Dick, while 
on a Visit to this country. His 
health is improved, and we hope 
that hereafter he will be able to 
take a part in some important 
Mission. 

The Directors, yielding to 
the solicitations of some pious 
friends deeply intercsted in the 
religious welfare of Newfound- 
land, have consented to send 
Mr. Hyde, who was for a short 
time at Gosport, to St. Jolm’s, 
at present destitute of a minis- 
ter, where he is to preach for a 
year or two, till the people are 
provided with a settled pastor ; 
and then to labor in other parts 





where he might have an opportu. 
nityto learn the Italian language 
and to perfect himself in modern 
Greek, as well as to obtain the 
best information concerning the 
place to which he might after. 
wards direct his course. 

Mr. Blomfield applies himself 
diligently to the modern Greek, 
and has made progress in writing 
and speaking it. He is anxious 
to pursue the principal object of 
his Mission, and has had pressing 
invitations to the island of Zan- 
te. In the mean time he preach- 
esto a number of Englishmen 
resident at Valetta, and it is be- 
lieved with spiritual advantage 
tomany. He is also active in 
distributing copies of the Scrip- 
tures, of Dr. Doddridge’s Rise 
and Progress in Italian, and re- 
ligious Tracts, some of which 
are sent to Sicily, &c. He was 
informed that a gentleman who 
visited Morea, left two Greck 
Testaments ata convent, with 
which the inhabitants were so 
delighted, that they rang the 
bells for joy, and performed seme 
extraordinary religious cercmo- 
ny. Malta appears, from its com- 
mercial and local circumstances, 
to be an important Missiona- 
ry station, and if Mr. Blomfield 


| proceeds to the continent or to 


of the island, where the gospel is | the Greek islands, it seems desi- 
most needed, and to which the | rable that he should be succeed- 
providence of God may appear | ed by an able and active minis- 


to direct. 


ple in that country are very de- 
sirous of hearing the word. 
Malta.—Mr. Biomfield, who 
was sent out in 18/1, to promote 
the kuowledge of the gospel a- 
movg the Greeks, was directed 
to reside fora time at Malta, 





| ter of the gospel, who may have 
The Directors have not yet | 


been able to send a minister to | 
New Carlisle, though the peo- | 


opportunity to render essential 
services to the cause of true re- 
ligion in all the countries border- 
ing on the Mediterranean. 
Seminary.— The present num- 
ber of the students at Gosport Is 
nine. Five of these, Mr. Skin- 
ner, Mr. Dawson, Mr. Kempton, 
Mr. Thompson, and Mr. Fyvie 
are regular students, Mr. Le 
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Brun and Mr. Bellot (of French 
extraction) are in part supported 
by the Society, and are under 
its patronage. Mr. Kam and 
Mr. Bruckner, who had previ- 
ously studied at Berlin and Rot- 
terdam, sojourn at Gosport ouly 
aulil they are ready to depart 
for foreign stations. All are dil- 
igent in their studies, devoted to 
the work, and promise to be use- 
ful Missionaries of Jesus Christ. 
An addition to the nun.ber of 
students is likely soon to be 
nade. 

French Prisoners.—As our ho- 
ly religion teaches us to love ev- 
en our enemies,the D rectors tho’t 
it their duty to pay some atlen- 
tion to the French prisoners in 
different parts of this country.— 
At the depots of Forton and 
Porchester, near Gosport, and on 
board the prison ships in Ports- 
mouth harbor, the Rev. Mr. Per- 
rot from Guernsey, and the stu- 
dents at the Rev. Mr. Bogue’s, 
have, by the permission of Gov- 
ernment, preached the gospel, 
and established among the pri- 
soners little libraries of useful 
books, including Dr. Doddridge’s 
Rise and Progress, in French and 
Italian, and Mr. Bogue’s Essay, 
a large edition of which has late- 
ly been printed. The reverend 
Messrs. Cope of Launceston, and 
Cobbin of Crediton, have also 
taken the pains to travel to the 
prison at Dartmoor, where they 
have repeatedly preached to the 
numerous prisoners, distributed 
tracts, and established libraries 
of a similar nature to those at 

Lorton and Porchester. 


Tue Directors now submit to the 


candor of the Society this brief 
recital of their proceedings, and 


Vor. VE NO. 10. 





thus conclude the duties of their 
oft.ce for the year. ‘Lo the best 
of their ability they have con- 
ducted the aflairs oi this Institu- 
lion, which are annually grow- 
ing in extent and importauce.— 
‘The number of Missionaries em- 
ployed by this Society has been 
continually increasing, as the 
Directors have been assiduous 
both in establishing new Mis- 
sions, and in augmenting the 
efliciency of those previously 
commenced. In the populous 
regions of British India, a bound- 
less field presents itself to the 
laborers, and a work is begun 
which already promises a plen- 
tilul harvest. In Africa, several 
favored spols begin to blossom 
as the rose ; and in the Western 
Isles many of the sable and en- 
slaved children of Ham are ren- 
dered, by the gospel of Jesus, 
“free indeed.” Many more la- 
borers are ready to consecrate 
their services to the Lord, say- 
ing, “ Here are we, send us.” 
While the friends of the Insti- 
tution, more liberal than ever, 
especially in the formation of 
numerous Auxiliary Societies,by 
pouring their abundance into 
our treasury, loudly and prac- 
tically say—* Enlarge the place 
of thy tent, and let them stretch 
forth the curtains of thy habita- 
lion ; spare not ; lengthen thy 
cords, and strengthen thy stakes; 
for thou shalt break forth on the 
right hand and on the left, and 
thy seed shall inherit the Gen- 
tiles, and make the desolate 
cities to be inhabited.” 
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Petition of the London Missionary Society. 





[ Ocz, 


The folloning Summary Account of the Receipts and Disbursements 


of the London Misstonary Society, from April 1, 1812, to April 1, 
1813, proves that the sprit of Christian hberality is still increasing 
in Great Britain.—TLhe following sums are in pounds sterling ; “ 


Amount of Collections, 


Subscriptions, Dona- 
tions, Dividends, &c. £15,377 4 5 





Which is $ 68,343 21 in Ameri- 
can currency. 





Balance due to the Trea- 
surer, brought from 
LAST ACCOUNL reseseesereeesees £1,184 87 

Disbursemeuts on Acct. 
of the several Missions 8,985 16 3 

The purchase of sundry 
Exchequer Bills........... ~5,101 57 

15,271 45 

Balance in the hands of 

the “DP reasurere..se 


£15,377 45 








[The religious public are acquaint- 
ed with the difficulties that have 
arisen in the introduction of Mis- 
sionaries to India. It is evident 
that the Directors of the British 


India Company are averse to the , 


measure, probably from a fear 
that the conversion of the heathen 
natives will, in some way, prove 
detrimental to the interests and 
profits of the Company.—The fol- 
lowing is a Petition of the London 
Missionary Society, on that sub- 
ject to the British were *- 
AD. 


To the Honorable the Commons 
of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland, m Parlia- 
ment assembled. 


Tue humble Petition of the un- 
dersigned Persons residing in or 
near the Metropolis, being the 


Treasurer, Secretaries, Direct- 
ors, and Members of a certain 


voluntary Society, known by the 
name of the Missionary Soctr- 


¥Ty, instituted in the year 1795, 
whose sole object is to spread a- 
mong Heathen and other unen- 


lightened Nations, the knowl- 


cdge of the Christian Religion, 








SHEWETH, 


That the inhabitants of the 
populous regions in India, which 
form an important portion of 
the British Empire, being invol- 
ved inthe most deplorable state 
of moral darkness, and under the 
influence of the most abomina- 
ble and degrading superstitions, 
have a pre-eminent claim onthe 
compassionate feelings and bene- 
nevolent services of British Chris- 
tians. 

That this sympathetic dispo- 
sition has been powerfully felt 
throughout the kingdom, and 
plans have been formed, and ad- 
equate instruments and funds 
provided for the purpose of ex- 
tending the knowledge of the 
Christian Religion in India. 

That the charters which have 
been granted to the East India 
Company have provided that 
every person desirous of pro- 
ceeding to and residing in that 
country,should previously obtain 
a license for that purpose from 
the Directors of that Company. 
That although this regulation 
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may have been proper and neces- 
sary for commercial and politi- 
cal purposes, yet your petition- 
ers humbly conceive that it was 
not intended to impede the pro- 
gress of Christianity, or place 
under the control of the Direct- 
ors, a subject so intimately con- 
nected with the moral and intel- 
lectual condition of man, and 
his final destiny. 

That this power, so vested in 
the Company, has unhappily 
been the occasion of obstructing, 
ina great degree, the execution 
of those benevolent plans which 
had for their object the propaga- 
tion of the Christian religion in 
India. 

That the opinions which have 
been expressed, both as to the 
impracticability of attaining this 
object, and the danger of civil 
commotion in attempting it, are 
regarded by your petitioners as 
founded either in prejudice or 
misapprehension, and are demon- 
strated to ‘be erroneous by the 
evidence of facts. 

Thatthe Missionary Society, 
through the kindness of the ex- 
ecutive Government, which they 
have on all occasions experien- 
ced, and most gratefully ac- 
knowledge, have for several 
years past had Missionary sta- 
tions in the Colonies of the Cape 
of Good Hope, Demarara, Trin- 
idad, Tobago, and also on the 
Continent of India, and they 


are willing to appeal to the gov- | 


ernors presiding over them, as to 
the character and proceedings of 
those Missionaries, and as to the 
conduct of those who attend on 
their instructions. 

That the Missionaries sent 
out by your petitioners,—desir- 
ous only of protection, and not 
seeking to be invested with civ- 


il authourity, will not have the 
power any more than the iiicti- 
nation to promote Christianity 
by means of coercion—it would 
moreover be inconsistent with 
their principles, as also with their 
success, which requires a peace- 
ful, and not a disturbed state of 
society. 

That in the propagation of 
Christianity in India, their Mis- 
'sionaries are instructed not to 
| excite the prejudices of the na- 
lives by declamations against 
their superstitions—but to rely 
for their success upon the divine 
blessing attending a candid state- 
ment of the evidences which 
sustain the Christian religion, of 
the sacred doctrines, promises, 
and precepts of which it princi- 
pally consists—--and on their 
exemplary and blameless lives, 
attended by deeds of kindness, 
and good will to the natives. 

(That your petitioners are not 
merely willing, but very desirous 
that the Government both at 
home and in India, should be 
fully acquainted both with their 
principles and their measures, by 
which it will appear that their 
Missionaries receive full instriuc- 
tions on the great Christian prin- 
ciples, which form good and pea- 
ceable subjects and useful mem- 
bers of civil society.) 
| That your petitioners being 
| most firmly attached to the con- 
stitution of the country, and ar- 
dently desirous of its true pros- 
perity, dignity and perpetuity, 
‘and being convinced that the 
stability and glory of Christian 
nations, depend on the prac- 
tice of Christian duties, are con- 
scious that in endeavoring to dif- 
fuse the principles of Christiani- 
ty to the utmost extent of the 
' British dowiuions and influence, 
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they are acting on the purest 
principles of patriotism, and 
rendering the most important 
services to their country. 

That inconformity with these 
Views, your p-titioners receive 
the highest satisfaction from the 
resolution of your Honorable 
House, passed in the year 1793, 
viz. 

“ That it is the pecniiar and 


Legislature, to promote by all 
just and prudent means, the in- 
terests and happiness of the in- 
habitants of the British domin- 
ions in India, and that for these 
ends such measures ought to be 
adopted, as may gradually tend 
to their »dvancement in useful 
knowledge, and to their religious 
and moral improvement.” 

And your petitioners there- 
fore humbly hope, and earnestly 
intreat your Honorable House, 
that in the Charter intended to 
be grauted to the East India 
Company, such provisions may 
be made, as may secure the od- 
mission of Christian Ministers 
an Missionaries into I :dia, and 
their protection there so long as 
they shall act agreeably to the 
Jaws, and to the duties of good 
and peaceable snbiects, 

And your Petitioners shall ev- 
er pray, Kc. 
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CONNECTICUT BIBLE SOCIETY. 
To the Agents and Members of 


the Bible Society respectful- 
ly, &c. 


Tue diffusion of that divine 
knowledge which is contained 
in the Scriptures, is undoubtedly 
of consummate importance ; and 
so it is agreed to be, by all who 








love our Lord Jesus Christ in 
sincerity. For although the 
church is the temple of the liy- 
ing God, * the pillar and ground 
of the truth,” yet the word of 
God is the light of this temple; 
without which all the blessed in- 
stitutions of religion would leave 
us still in darkness. Wherever, 
therefore, the heralds of the gos. 


| pel have gone forth, not having 
bounden duty of the British | 


the Seriptures to accompany 
them, they have gone before the 
way was prepared for them; and 
their success has been answera- 
ble to such an unfavorable be- 
ginning. The word of God is 
the sword of the Spirit ; and it 
is no less the shield of faith. 
With this at hand, the Mission- 
ary may at once protect the 
friends and conquer the enemies 
of truth. One of the most con- 
spicuous instruments of bringing 
in the Millennium, will probably 
be, sending the Bible to every 
section of the globe. ‘This work 
is already begun ; the introduc- 
tory scenes of that glorious day, 
we believe are now opening.— 
Happy will they be who shall 
live to see its fulness! Happy 
they, who are instruments only, 
in preparing the way for it! The 
prayers and efforts of good men 
in every age are directed to the 
same great objects—the glory of 
God, and the best good of men. 
Such, we trust, are the objects of 
this Society ; and we would take 
this occasion to express Our 
grateful sense of that Divine 
goodness, which has thus far at- 
tended our feeble endeavors.— 
The zeal of good men, is so far 
from having abated any thing 
of its primitive ardor, that it 
seems to be encreasing and 
spreading far and wide on both 
sides of the Atlantic. The num- 
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ber of Bible Societies has alrea- 
dy become great; and their zeal 
and energy have seemed to en- 
crease with their numbers. ‘The 
blessing «f God evident'y rests 
upon them. 
with their Kindred institutions, 
are so manifestly the offspring 


of heaven, that they may be con- | 


sidered as a pointed fulfilment 
of the faithful and abiding pro- 
mise of the risen Saviour, that 
* the gates of hell shall not pre- 
vail.” 

Your Committee have alrea- 
dy, in pursuance of your wishes, 
distributed’ more than 8,000 Bi- 
bles. The blessing of many souls 
ready to perislt has come upon 
the Society. True, we have not 
sent our Bibles to the heathen 
nitions; but we have sent them 
to the poor and needy, and to 
those who live like heathens in 
a Christian land. We verily be- 
lieve you have enabled us to do 
much good; and we trust you 
will enable us to do much more. 
More and more we intend to do. 
It isa cause in which, through 
the grace of God, we do not 
mean to become weary and faint 
in our hearts : and certoinly you 


will not become weary of this well | 


doing. The goodness, the libe- 
rality, the greatness of the ob- 
jects, are our grand excitements; 
and we know this also, that the 
final reward will be commensu- 
rate. He that shall convert a 
sinner from the error of his wavs, 
“shullsave a soul from death, 
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The religious poverty of ma- 
ny in our own country will ap- 
pear, especially from Mr. Sam- 
vEL J. Mirts’s letter in the 
Evangelical Magazine ef July, 
“In the whole state, 
(Ohio) New Connectient except- 
ed, there are only 24 Presbyle- 
rian ministers,” * There are in 
(the Indiana Territory 24,526 
| inhabitants, and but one Presby- 
| terian minister.” “ In the Tili- 
| nois ‘Territory, containing more 
i than 12.000 people, there is no 
| Presbyterian or Congregational 
' minister.” © Sonth of New 

Connecticut few Bibles or reli- 
| gious tracts have been received 

for distribution; the Sabbath is 
i greatly profaned, and but few 
good people can be found in any 
one place.” Mr. Mills repre- 
sents the good people of these 
parts as anxiously desirovs of 
having ministers among them ; 
and likewise wishing to he re- 
membered by the Bible and Re- 
ligious Tract Societies. Here 
then, isa very great, and yet 
| much uncultivated field opening 
before us; and we shall be sided 
in our endeavors by the Bible 
Societies forming and already 
formed in the new sections of 
our country, 

We therefore prey von. Breth- 
‘ren, notto look back from this 
work of the Lord; hut to keep 
a steady eye upon it. How 
many millions are there of the 
“ransomel of the Lord,’ who 
shall yet “return and come to 











and hide a multitude of sins.’”— | Zion with songs and everlasting 


How many precious souls, we 
may be the happy instruments 


joy upon their heads.” There 
is hefore us a “a good land; 


of bringing to glory, will be fully | which is very far off” to the 
known in “ that day” when God | “ fearful ant unbelieving.” The 


shall make up his * jewels.” — 


eye of faith views it as near— 


“ When God shall jadge the se-| it fastens upen it, and remains 


crets of men by Christ Jesus.” 





for ever. Cast, then, your mite, 



















































a 






































































































































ws British and Foreign Bible Society. 


which you can conveniently 
epare, into the treasury of God, 
and trust him; for in keeping 
his commandments there is ‘4 
very great reward.” 


Catvin CuHarin, Corres- 
I. Lornp Skinner, € ponding 


Anprew Yates, Com- 
Samvuet Goopnicn, mittee. 
Hartford, Oct. 5, 1813. 
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British and Foreign Bible Sorre'y. 


{The late meeting of this Society 
was supported by several Princes 
ot the royal family, and a number 


of persons illustrious inthe church | 


and state. Manv addresses deliv- 


ered on that occasion have been | 


received that were well adapted 
to the state of the church and the 
government inthatcountry. Vhey 
ail demonstrate the popularity, ‘lie 
growing influence and benefits of 
the Institution, and that Gsod is 
blessing it for the advancement of 
evangelical religion. it is a bles- 
sed, a glorious monument of the 
sower of Zion’s kine, and that all 
earts are in his hand; as well 
as a presage, with many others, 
that the time is near when his 
visible reign will be glorious in 
the earth. Want of room pre- 
vents us from publishing many of 
their addresses; neither do we 
conceive them, although highly 
appropriate to the time and place 
of delivery, necessary for the pe- 
rusal of the humble American 
Christian.—An attack was early 
made on the Socicty, as being 
dangerous to the interests of the 
established church, by its forming 
an intimate union with the reli- 
gious of other denominations. This 
hath been the occasion of alter- 
cation by the press, and of many 
allusions in the meetings of the 
Gener] and Auxiliarv Societies. 
It will explain several passages 
in the following address of Mr, 
GISBORNE, at the formation of 
an Auxiliary Society in the city 
of Chester—It clearly appears, 
that !the evangelical party inthe 
established church is still gaining 
strength and influence. May the 
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the time soon come when preju- 
dice, powcr, bigotry and unbelief, 
will bow before the word and 
grace of God. The friends of the 
BrBLE Soci- Ty of Connecti- 
cut, ought to be animated to 
mew exertions by all they hear 
and read on the subject.] ~ Ep. 
“IF there were any sujects,” obs 
served Mr. Gisborne, “ concerning 
which any term indicating coldness, 
or luke warmness, Was totally at va- 
| riance, the British and Foreign Bi- 
‘ble Society was one of them. He 
had Known that Society from its 
cradle: and he must efface the 
strongest impressions on his mind; 
he must invert his ideas of right and 
wrong; he must renounce the con- 
viction of his reason ; he must shut 
his eves to the testimony of his ex- 
perience ; before he could be indif- 
terent to the welfare of an institution, 
which, from the simplicity and the 
importance of its object; from the 
solidity and the comprehensiveness 
ot the principle on which that object 
was pursued, and from the unexam- 
pled support with which, in conse- 
quence of the object and the princi- 
ple being such as they were, the So- 
ciety had been favored; had a- 
chieved, under the Divine blessing, 
within a given period, a greater 
amount of good, than had ever been 
attained within an equal period, by 
any association since the beginning 
of the world. Its object was, to dif- 
fuse over the habitable surface ot 
the globe, the pure word of God ; 
to follow as the handmaid of Chris- 
tianity wherever she had gained in- 
troduction; to precede as her fore- 
runner, whithersoever she had not 
yet procured access ; to uphold her 
progress, to prepare her path. The 
principle was one, which rightly de- 
manded, not merely to be viewed 
with a tolerant eve, but to be regard- 
ed with the warmest approbation. 
It was that of uniting all Christians 
of every description on that common 
ground, on which, without com- 
promising their respective differen- 
ces of opinion, they could all cordi- 
ally meet ; of associating and com- 
bining their exertions in the good 
work respecting which they were 
| all agreed, the universal diffusion of 
| the Holy Scriptures. 
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«“ When he averred, that the Brit- 
ish and Foreign bible Society had 
effected, within a given period, 
greater good than had ever been 
accomplished within an equal time 
by any other association, he spoke 
without the slightest disrespect to 
any existing societies ; and least of 
all as to two, the Society for prop- 
agating the Gospel in Foreign Parts, 
and the Society tor promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge, of each of which 
he had been a member during near- 
ly half of tie past duration of his life, 
But of the Society for propagating 
the Gospel, of the Society for promo- 
tng Christian Knowledge, of the 
Naval and Military Bible Society, of 
the British and Foreign Bible Socie- 
ty, of these, and of all other insti- 
tutions tormed in Great Britain, or 
in other countries, for the diffusion 
of the Scriptures, he would say the 
world is too wide for them ail. 
When years and generations shail 
have passed away, however diligent- 
ly each of these Societies shall have 
labored, it would still sce the limits 
of the district on which it had been 
exerting itself, enlarging betore its 
eyes, or would discover portions 
within that district yet uncultivated, 
and would rejoice i the accession of 
every new laborer to the boundless 
fieid. He lamented to perceive 
that by many persons the British 
and Foreign Bible society had been 
represented as opposed to the Soci- 
ety for promoting Christian Knowl- 
edge ; he was concerned, and he 
might be allowed to say, that, when 
full information respecting the bi- 
ble Society was universally attain- 
able, he was not only concerned, but 
ashamed, to hear argumentation,and 
to read title-pages, professing to as- 
sign certain reasons for giving the 
preference to the Society for promo- 
ting Christian Knowledge, over the 
British and Foreign Bible Socicty.— 
Preference! Before we are told ot 
preference, before we are directed 
to inquire into questions of preter- 
ence, let it be made out that there 
is incompatibility—let it be made 
out that there is contrariety— let it 
be made out that there is competition 
—let it be made out that there Is 
contention. Jf any man were delib- 
erately to say, ‘ 1 am a subscriber to 
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the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge, and that subscription is 
the whole amount of contribution 
which } can afford to allot for circu- 
lating the Scriptures ;? Mr. G. ho- 
ped that he should be one of the last 
persons in the kingdom, who would 
urge the other to subscribe to the 
Bibie Society. He would say, ‘Your 
contribution is already assigned to 
an excellent institution ; there let it 
remain : withdraw not one farthing 
from it for the Bible Society.” But 
are we to assume that individuals 
are necessarily unable to render help 
to both institutions ? Are the two 
societies of such a character, that 
lie who loves the one must hate the 
other ? May not a man’s heart be 
large enough to comprehend and to 
love both ? May not he be abie to 
contribute to both ? If a person sub- 
scribe to a local dispensary, may not 
he also contribute to a county in- 
firmary ? When the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, a large 
proportion of whose-revenues is ab- 
sorbed in its other laudable objects, 
particularly in dispersing the Pray- 
er-book, is altogether unable to sup- 
ply of itself the very great deficiency 
of Bibles which subsists at home ; 
when neither is it able, nor does un- 
dertake, to engage in the task of 
disseminating the scriptures abroad; 
when a new institution, the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, arises for 
the express putpose of filling up the 
void at home, which the Society for 
promotingChristian Knowledge can- 
not fill ; when it offers itself to per- 
form that office abroad, which the 
other society is totally unable to ex- 
scetenthal not we befriend this 
additional institution ? Shall not we 
delight to co-operate in its glorious 
purposes ? In fact the Societies for 
propagating the Gospel and for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, the 
British and Foreign Bible Society, 
and all other associations, in what- 
ever land, for spreading the Holy 
Scriptures, ought to regard them- 
selves as parallel columns of a 
combined army, marching onward, 
side by side, for the subjugation ot 
a common foe ; each of them pre- 
pared and watchful to render assist- 
ance to tie other columns, but never 
interfering with their progress, new- 
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er interrupting their exertions.— 
Each ot taese columns may be dis- 


tinguished by stabGaras some What 


diiterent from those of the 1est— 
each ot them giay Ciscrimunate it- 
self by some peculariues in the 
form or in the Coior of its regiment- 
ais—each of icin may wie wea- 
pons insome degree exclusively 1S 
own 3 but they are all unied in a 
geueral cause; and to euch of the 


indisvicual columns, that man wouid | 


be the most permcious Counselor, 
tothe general cause, that man would 
be the isost dangerous adversary, 
Wwiiw should persiiace ove of the col- 
wins jealously to turn the line of is 
direction obliquely, to Cross upon the 


course and thwart the operations ct | 


its neighbor. 

* Wien fresh inquiries into the 
condition of Our pour, With respect 
to the possession of the Scriptures, 
are constantly bringmg to byht addi- 
tional proots of the Extent of the ue- 
ficiency . When the rapidly increas- 
ig population of the kingdom, as 
evinced by the parliamentary mves- 
tigations, sends forth new muiti- 


tudes in necd of sur ply . when the ' 
Mmscries of War on ithe Continent } 


render the Mable more dithicult to 


be there procured, more requisite , 
tor instruction and for Consc:ation — 
more desirabie, more likely tu be | 
efficacious: wi ie! nthe very signs end: 


Circumstances of the tines, render 


’ Tey: hic} noler +} onegrge | 
every effort which, uncer the grace 


of God, we can make for the saiva- 
tion of our feilow creatures, more 
powerfully impressive, more adap- 
po hi manly speaki iw, tO Ve SUc- 

essfule—shall not we rouse our- 
selves? Shail not we listen to Calls 
of duty, thus enforced by far mure 
than ordii ry consi. !erations and in- 
citements ? And shall Uiose among 
us, Who are member's of the Church 


of Kagland, be void, that ifin this | 


sacred undertaking they give tic 
rieht hand oi icilowsnip to Chris- 
tians of every olucr Gcenominauon, 


they are evemics to the establish | 


ment ? Shall we be told, that by co- 
eperating with th 

some pots dilter from US, ii Cit- 
Cujating the Scriptures, in spread- 


| works have followed him ; anda- 
| 
| 


se, WHO as to 


ing that volume on which the foun- 
dations ot che Church of Enpjand 
rest, Weare Injunlg her tounda- 
tious ? Shall we be “told that the 
weakest of her batticments ts sha- 
en, that tue sightest of her orna- 
' ments or the most slender of her 
pinnacies wembies ? When nineteen 
of the bishops and arch bishops of 
kngiand and treland (he believed 
from information that he might add 
to the number, Dut hie Was Gesirais 
of keeping stricuy within the line of 
certain truth); when nineteen of 
these prelaics have stood prominent 
as tricnds, as members, or as jead- 
ers of the Bible Society ; shall such 
an accusauon be auvanced? ‘Lhere 
Was a prclate, how removed trom 
|earia and its Concerns 5 a prelate, 
on Wi ose tirendly Kindness (said 
Mi. G_) to myself 1 may be per- 
mitted Lo refiect with gratetul sat- 
istacuion; a prelate, whose figure 
alu Coultenance are yet present 
to the recollection of many among 
Uiose whom Lam addressing; a pre- 
late, Whuse Christian virtucs are 
rewembered with veneration by all: 
—there was a prelate, whose very 
hame wight be in this place suffi- 
: Cient to revel the charge. That pre- 
iate wad chcrished the British and 
boregn “ible Society trom its birth: 
lic ad watched over its growing 
youlh—he Lad rejoiced in its rising 
, manh:od. Living, he had patroni- 
sed that Secicty with his counte- 
nance and wih tis bounty; dying, 
he did not t anges ite ‘“Lhat prelate 
has now expericuced how biessed 
ave the dead who die in the Lord. 


hie rests ivom his labors ; and his 





mone Urese works his good deeds m 
behalf of the bible Dsuciely have 
their place. ‘“Lisat sun is set: but 
thts horizon loug may giow with is 
reflected beams. Lhe brightness of 
that ego ge example irroclates 
Bs tue Am Uh of the bible Society over 

> tom Wlucii hie is taken away 5 
and sinves to dead cer bishops ‘ot 
Chester, and otiier uishops of Lon 
agony to be-—Wiial CliCce Was bishop 
| PORTEUS.” 


‘ 
| 
| « 


—-— 


77 A number of articles, OL a ck 


anestic nature, which were prepared 


fori this month ave necessarily omitted, to make room for the foregin In- 


teligence Giut We have given. 


lp. 





